7 August/Sepiempber 1986 


$2 25- in Canada $3.00 


BUNDY INTER ‘W: KING- 
SIZED QUEST IONS FOR 
A TOUGH abl si 


ADORABLI E ADI Ni — ’ # | 
GETTING CG ij : WT | a r 
Mgrisless =. — 
iN WO i : 


HULK HOGAN cee 

LONG ai HELN 5 | 
THE AMERIGAN REAM? 
MARTIAWARIES: | 


SECRETS Ugainemm 
ORIENT UNDEASHEI 


0) 


| 08 
71486°02352 


-—-— ~ ——- — 


. "ae 
. 


Editor: 

Please print this letter to Hulk 
Hogan—the greatest wrestler ever! 

I'm Larry Gron, 13 years old, 
and I'm writing to compliment you 
on the excellent job you have 
done defending your WWF 
Heavyweight Championship. 
You're really awesome! 

| know that you have a back- 
breaking schedule, traveling all 
around the U.S., but I'd really like 
to see you at Joe Louis Arena, 
Detroit, Mich., to defend your belt 
against Roddy Piper. | know you 
would come out on top and pin 
Piper. It would be a great thrilll to 
see you waste Piper! Piper thinks 
he's No. 1 and that hardly anybody 
can beat him. The only reason he 
doesn't get beaten very much is 
because of his outside 
interference by Bob Orton. 

You are truly one of a kind, Hulk, 


- and | wish you the best of luck'in ~ 


defending your belt. 
Your No. 1 Fan, 


Larry Gron 
Hanover, MI 


’ 


Editor: 

| would like to draw something to 
your attention. I've been reading 
your WWF Magazine for a long 
time and have never seen an 
article of recognition for Bob Orton 
(‘The Ace” or “Bodyguara”). 

You always see himson Piper's 
Pit. He always does his job well. 
You should give him a whole 
article. Some people would like to 
read about him. | have been one of 
his fans for a long time. | even 
remember his dad when he 
wrestled, 

Please see what you can do for 
the fans of Bob Orton. Keep up the 
good work. 


Bob Orton fan, 
VA 


+ 


Editor: 

Please print the following letter 
to Jimmy Hart. 

My name is Grant “the Mouth of 
the South” Baciocco. | like you 
very much, and | would love to talk 
to you personally, even for a 
minute. At school | talk about you 
‘and write about you every chance 
| get. People at school think that 
I'm crazy to like you, but | know I’m 
a lucky individual. | liked your 


‘comments about—ugh—JYD and 


his song on the Slammys. | have a 
picture of you and Terry Funk on 


_my wall. With your permission, I’m 


going to be just like you when | 


. grow up. | hope they make a 


rubber figure of you and Terry. 
Well, stay on top of the charts. 
See ya. ; 

No. 1 Jimmy Hart Fan, 


Grant Baciocco _ 
Burlingame, CA 


Editor: 

Would you piease give the 
enclosed letter to the Junk Yard 
Dog? | buy your magazine every 
time it comes out. Your magazine 
is the best. It dives you a lot of 
information about the beauties and 
the beasts, the stars of the WWF, 
and all in color!! Thank you for 
your time! 


Brian Noble, 
Libby, MT 


Dear Junk Yard Dog, 

How are you? My name is Brian 
Noble. | am 12 years old. | know 
you are going to win when you 
step in the ring. | have seen you 
wrestle a lot. You are my favorite 
wrestler. | love the way you get 
down. | have a Wrestling 
Superstars Figure of you, and | 
have The Wrestling Album. Your 
song is the best on the whole 


album. | know good always pre- 
vails in the end. Whenever you get 
in the ring, | am rooting for you. 
You are the best!! Whenever | hear 
your song, | get up and dance. 
Why is Jesse “The Big Mouth” 
Ventura always humiliating you? | 
wish he'd shut up. | don't see a 
belt around his waist, so-he 
doesn't have anything to brag 
about. If you wrestled against big 
mouth Ventura, he'd bite the dust! | 
live in Libby, Montana. | am in the 
sixth grade and have a nice 
teacher. | am glad you won the 
Wrestling Classic. | hate it when = 
wrestlers cheat (like Big Mouth). 
JYD is here to stay. 

Your No. 1 fan! 


Brian Noble 
Libby, Mir 


Editor: 
| would like to first take the , 
‘opportunity to compliment you on 
your magazine. It is very 
informative, and it helps me to 
keep updated with any news that | 
may have missed in the month 
(but most of the time it is 
impossible for me to miss any 
news on the WWF because | 
follow the shows every week, 
particularly TN7). It also givés me 
insight into the lives of my many 
favorite wrestlers in the WWF, bath - 
in and out of the ring. So, | would 


. like to congratulate you on your 


magazine, and keep up the 
excellent work! : 

Now, there is one thing that 
bothers me about the WWE. That 
is the underrated tag team of the 
Hart Foundation. The Hart Founda- 
tion is truly one of the best tag 
teams | have seen since | started 
watching the WWF, even though | 
am a fan of the British Bulldogs. 
Ae True Fan, 


Vicki Ross» 
Carlisle, PA 
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_ COMING UP? 


Rusty Brooks, Steve 
Lombardi, Paul Roma 
And The WWF's Other 
“Middle Guys” Claim 


They Are 


By Keith Elliot Greenberg 


usty Brooks has just 
strolled into the Mid- 
Hudson Civic Center in 
Poughkeepsie, New York. 
The beach-ball-shaped native of 
Denton, Texas, is decked out in a 
plaid leisure suit and - no joke - a 
straw hat. He corners a security 
guard and inquires as to the 
location of the dressing room. 

“| don’t think you want the dress- 
ing room, sir” the guard replies. 

Brooks’ eyes bulge from his 
pudgy cheeks. “Why not?” 

“The buyer's not there. He's in 
his office. You're the popcorn 
salesman - right?” 

“The popcorn salesman?” 
Brooks whips a hankie out of his 
breast pocket and wipes his reced- 
ing hairline. “Did you just pop out 
of the time tunnel, man? I'm Rusty 
Brooks, one of the World Wrestling 
Federation's stellar athletes. Didn't 
you see me wrestle Hulk Hogan 
on TV that time?” 

The security guard eyes the 
grappler up and down and, trying 
to contain a smirk, shakes his 
head from side to side. “You 
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wrestled Hulk Hogan? Maybe you 
dreamt it.” 

“Dreamt it?” Brooks whines. 
“Dreamt it.” He shows the guard 
his beefy fist. “| wouldn’t mind 
sending you to dream land. That's 
where you probably live anyway if 
you didn’t see me wrestle Hulk 
Hogan!” 

Another guard, sensing trouble, 
sidles up beside his co-worker. 
Catching the last part of Brooks’ 
diatribe, he smiles, “Did you win 
the belt?” 

“| almost did. | mean it, | almost 
did. | had the champ cowering. He 
was running scared, man. And 
then that jerk, Randy ‘Macho Man’ 
Savage, interfered, trying to steal 
my thunder, and got me disquali- 
fied. That idiot! When | finally take 
Hogan's belt, I'll savor the sweet 
taste of revenge!” 

“!'m sure you savor a /ot of 
tastes,” the second security guard 
remarks, motioning at Brooks’ 
stomach, and both officers laugh 
like hyenas. 

“Why don't you rent-a-cops 
exchange pistol shots?” Brooks 


7h 


Steve Lombardi, making waves 


huffs, starting down the corridor. 
“I'll find the dressing room myself. 
Twelve months from now, your 
wives are gonna be throwing their 
brassieres at me, man. 1986 is 
gonna be my year!” 

Brooks’ style may be unique, 
but his fantasies are identical to 
dozens of “middle guys” attempt- 
ing to labor their way up in the 
WWF. Week after week, he takes 
his bumps, rarely logging a victory. 
But one day, he believes, a super- 
star will let his guard down at 
the wrong time - and hand over 
his fame. 

Brooks began wrestling after 
playing football at North Texas 
State University. At 6 feet and 342 
pounds, he considers his size a 
between-the-ropes advantage. “| 
try to keep my weight on an 
opponent at all times,” he says. “If 
he’s concentrating on maneuvering 
me, he'll tire himself out. Then | 
just have to lay on top of him and 
listen to the referee count one- 
two-three.” 

Brooks intends to go after “all 
those old has-beens clogging up 


Jim Young, another with high hopes 


the ratings like rats in a drainpipe. 
Pedro Morales is one of them. He 
shouldn't be in a ring. He should 
be taking English classes at night 
school. And in the next classroom, 
that goofy poet Lanny Poffo should 
be studying the works of T.S. Eliot.” 

Fellow “middle guy” Steve 
Lombardi has similar sentiments. 
“Too many guys in the World 
Wrestling Federation are riding on 
reputations they established back 
when they were good,” states the 
6-foot-1 -inch, 248-pound former 
defensive tackle for Brooklyn's 
New Utrecht High School. “Tito 
Santana should move into a men's 
shelter; he’s had it. A classless 
nerd like him tarnishes the image 
of other wrestlers.” 

Lombardi’s hero is Rowdy Roddy 
Piper: “We have the same attitude. 
We like to inflict pain.” 

Although he scored few victo- 
ries, 1985 was a banner year for 
Lombardi. He made the transition 
from journeyman rookie to rough- 
housing and memorable person- 
ality. “I’m getting better every day,’ 
he asserts with characteristic 


Gino Carabella’s got his fans. 


=~ 


Rusty Brooks’ following 


immodesty. “All | need now is the 
expertise of a manager to become 
a real threat.” 

Jose Luis Rivera has recently 
been profiting from advice received 
from his idol, former WWF 
Champion Pedro Morales. “| come 
from Elmani, a tough neighborhood 
in Mayaguez, Puerto Rico,” Rivera 
says. “When | was growing up, 
everybody wanted to be Pedro 
Morales. | consider myself lucky 
that I’ve gotten to work next to him, 
to learn from him. He told me that 
heart means everything in this 
business. Even if you're in pain, 
never stop fighting.” 

Although he is happy about 
triumphs over Barry O and Rene 
Goulet, the 6-foot-2-inch, 295 
pound Rivera is still smarting from 
a nationally televised loss to 


Photos by Steve Taylor 


Jose Luis Rivera 


Cowboy Bob Orton in a special 
“boxing” confrontation. Conjuring 
up images of his emotional role 
model, Rivera shouts, “That Orton, 
he beat me because he fought 
dirty. Well, Pedro has shown me a 
couple of dirty tricks, too. The next 
time | get in the ring with Orton, I'm 
gonna punish him.” 

New York-born Jim Powers 
doesn't bother with grudges. “Not 
yet, anyway,’ says the handsome 
graduate of New Jersey's 
Paramus High School. “| can't 
afford to get sidetracked with a 
feud. These are the major leagues. 
If | don’t put all my energy into 
making progress, |'ll be gone and 
long forgotten.” 

The 6-foot, 235-pounder attri- 
butes a March pinfall over Barry O 
to practice and conditioning. “| 
studied judo for five years, and | 
use a lot of the moves - tossing 
and flipping opponents - when I’m 
sparring. Five days a week, | work 
out three hours a day. I’m also on 
a high carbohydrate, moderate 
protein, low fat diet. My friends say 
I'm too hard on myself, but you 
can't move forward if you're lax.” 

An equally determined wrestler, 
Paul Roma, may one day tag- 
team with Powers. The pairing 
seems natural. Roma, a classically 
featured product of Kensington, 
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Connecticut, shares the same 
passion for weight-training (the 6- 
foot, 240-pound heart-throb bench 
presses 500 pounds, squats 700 
and curls 290) and a martial arts 
background. “| studied kickboxing 
for a few years,’ he says. “That's 
helped me aerially, made me a 
leaper. There’s nothing as satisfy- 
ing as surprising an opponent with 
a dropkick or flying bodypress.” 

Perhaps Roma and Powers will 
eventually challenge other light- 
ning duos like the Hart Foundation 
and Killer Bees. For now, Roma 
will take his wins one at a time. He 
has had his hand raised following 
battles with Lombardi, Ron Shaw 
and Mr. X. “What keeps me going 
is the belief that soon every match 
will be a victory,” he says. 

AJ. Petrucci’s motivation is civic 
pride. “The greatest athlete who 
ever lived, Jim Thorpe, is buried in 
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lron Mike Sharpe 


my home town,” says the 6-foot-1 - 
inch son of Jim Thorpe, Penn- 
sylvania. “No one from my area 
has ever made it in pro wrestling, 
though; I’ve researched it. I'm 
carrying the dignity of the Pocono 
Mountains on my back.” 

Early in his career, Petrucci was 
a fan favorite who trained with 
Hulk Hogan and Hillbilly Jim. Time 
apparently has hardened him: 
“When | started out, | was naive, 


like a deer you find in the Poconos. 


Well, you know what happens to 
innocent deer?” He removes the 
string-held antlers around his 
neck, holds them together and 
displays a chip. “This is where | 
shot him - right between the eyes. 
That's what Hogan and the Hillbilly 
would have done to me - those 
parasites. We worked out together, 


Jim Powers, showing promise 


then they used my pointers to 
further their own careers.” 

Like Randy “Macho Man” 
Savage, Petrucci adopted a rule- 
breaking philosophy after playing 
minor league baseball; AJ. was a 
farmhand in the Baltimore Orioles 
organization. Despite his misanthro- 
pic opinions, many fans adore him. 
There are A.J. Petrucci fan clubs 
in New York City, Los Angeles and 
Scranton, Pennsylvania. 

Countless losses have not dimin- 
ished the spirit of Petrucciphiles - 
or their object of veneration. “The 
only place where success comes 
before work is in the dictionary,” 
states Petrucci, speaking for all the 
Gino Carabellos, Joe Mertos and 
Mario Mancinis of the world. 
“Winning takes time and waiting. 
And | can wait forever” WF 
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A Look At How 
Some Athletes 
Measure Up 


he average American male 

weighs 162 pounds, stands 

5 feet 9 inches and has a 

38%-inch chest, 31%-inch 
waist and 37%-inch hips (although 
there were no statistics available 
on how the average American 
male looks, World Wrestling 
Federation ring announcer Howard 
Finkel is as good an example as 
any). Of course, within the rich 
fabric of the nation, there are many 
exceptions - the majority of them 
being in the world of sport. 

Now a resident of our nation’s 
Capital, Sudanese-born Manute Bol 
grew up hearing his fellow Dinka 
tribesmen recommend a Career in 
the National Basketball Associa- 
tion. After breaking several teeth on 
his first dunk attempt, the 7-foot-7- 
inch, 208-pound skeletal wonder 
wound up on a local team in Wau, 
a national team in Khartoum, a 
college team in Connecticut, a 
minor league team in Rhode Island 
and then the Washington Bullets. In 
spite of his athletic prowess, the 
African could not even bench 
press 100 pounds when he arrived 
in the western hemisphere, and the 
Bullets put him through a weight- 
training program. Still, the most no- 
ticeable center in NBA history - the 
wearer of a 15% shoe - lets it be 
known, “| came here to play basket- 
ball, not to become a muscleman.” 

William “The Refrigerator” Perry, 
6-foot-2-inch, 308-pound sensation 
of football's Chicago Bears, aims to 
be tougher. While playing against 
Wake Forest, he once obstructed a 
punt by knocking a blocker into the 
air and into the ball. His bulk and 
athletic dexterity made him possib- 
ly America’s most saleable com- 
modity during the 1985-86 season. 

The most immense package in 
sports is found in the WWF. The 
Refrigerator is a mere pygmy next 
to Andre the Giant. While the grid- 
iron star boasts of a ring the 
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HOW BIGIS BIG? 
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diameter of a half-dollar, the 
circumference of Andre's finger is 
the size of a silver dollar As a 12- 
year-old in Grenoble, France, he 
intimidated other sixth-graders with 
his 6-foot-3-inch, 200-pound frame. 
Two years later, he was up to 340 
pounds. While the average human 
wrist is 7 inches, Andre's is 12 - the 
same as a western lowland gorilla! 

His frequent opponent, King 
Kong Bundy, scoffs at the levia- 
thans of other sports. He notes 
that, at 6 feet 6 inches and 458 
pounds, he is a major threat to 
Hulk Hogan's title, while boxing’s 
top heavyweight contender, Mike 
Tyson, is a scant 5-foot-11, 
217-pounder. 


WWF Magazine August/September 86 


10 


WWF Magazine August/September 86 


King Kong Bundy 
scoffs at the 
leviathans of other 
sports. He notes that, 
at 6 feet 6 inches and 
458 pounds, he is a 
major threat to Hulk 
Hogan’s title, while 
boxing’s top heavy- 
weight contender, 
Mike Tyson, Is a 
scant 5-foot-11, 217 
pounder. 


“The guys in other sports make 
me laugh,’ Bundy says. “It’s a joke 
how 270 pounds means a giant in 
the NFL. That's a paperweight to 
me.” About William “The Refrig- 
erator” Perry: ‘I'd eat soup off 
his head.” 

Through the years, dozens of 
football players have switched over 
to the mat wars. It makes sense, 
considering the 3.5-year typical life 
span in the NFL, the emphasis on 
size and propensity for feuds on 
the gridiron. Two natural adver- 
saries are San Diego Chargers 
center Don Macek and Denver 
Broncos nose tackle Rubin Carter. 
At 6 feet 2 inches and 270 pounds 
and 6 feet 1 inch and 254 pounds, 
respectively, Macek and Carter 
could make arenas shake if they 
ever put on the tights. 

Six-foot-280-pound Jim “The 
Anvil” Neidhart played on the 
Oakland Raiders and Dallas 
Cowboys before entering the 
“sport of kings” and claims his 
squat stature is most suited to the 
squared circle. “When | was an 


Big John Studd, who 
boasts an amazing 
38-inch waist on his 
6-foot-10, 364-pound 
body, roars that al/ 
other athletes are 
lacking, when 
compared to him. 
“I've stood next to the 
Refrigerator, and he 
can't size up.” 


offensive tackle on the Cowboys, | 
was on the line next to (6-foot-10) 
Ed ‘Too Tall’ Jones and (6-foot-8) 
Harvey Martin. If you're a lineman 
under 6-foot-3 in the NFL, you tend 
to be overlooked. In wrestling, the 
fact that I’m shorter than many of 
my opponents helps me as far as 
leverage goes; | can get under 
them and root them out.” 

Tito Santana, two-time holder of 
the WWF Intercontinental Belt and 
former member of the Kansas City 
Chiefs and the Canadian Football 
League's British Columbia Lions, 
says individual talent has a better 
chance of shining in wrestling. “In 
football, you can work hard but 
never get to the Superbowl be- 
Cause you're on a bad team. In 
wrestling, it's all up to you. If you 
don't succeed, you only have 
yourself to blame. 

“There's also a difference 
between the level of conditioning in 
the two sports. Wrestlers are better 
conditioned because we're working 
on our bodies year-round. Foot- 
ball players train hard during the 


pre-season, then lay off during 
the season and concentrate on 
the games.’ 

Dan Spivey, a defensive stand- 
out at the University of Georgia 


and a New York Jets draft pick in 
1978, disagrees. He attributes the 
force behind his 6-foot-7, 285- 
pound form to conditioning tech- 
niques learned in football. “In foot- 
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Dallas Cowboys’ Harvey Martin, left, and Too Tall Jones 


ball, weights are used exclusively 
for the purpose of achieving the 
strength and power needed for 
tackling and blocking. Wrestlers 
work out thinking of their 
appearance in addition to athletics. 
Football players are power-lifters, 
while wrestlers are bodybuilders.” 
“The Mouth of the South” Jimmy 
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Hart, a pint-sized wrestling manager 
with a less than extraordinary 
sports background, says that foot- 
ball players lack intelligence: 
“William Perry might be big, rough 
and tough,” he rhymes, “but he’s 
not hard to bluff. Because he’s just 
a football player.” 

Big John Studd, who boasts an 


amazing 38-inch waist on his 6- 
foot-10, 364-pound body, roars that 
all other athletes are lacking, when 
compared to him. “I've stood next 
to the Refrigerator, and he can't 
size up. Everyone raves that he’s 
308 pounds, but he’s not a good 
308 pounds. I’m almost 60 pounds 
heavier, and I'm a lot more solid. 


Ted Arcidi, at 6 feet 
and 297 pounds— 
with a 61-inch chest, 
24-inch neck, 38-inch 
waist and 24-inch 
arms... “Now | 

know that just having 
muscles doesn’t 
mean being able to 
use your power 


properly.” 


Basketball players don’t have the 
power in proportion to their weight 
the way | have. And gymnasts, 
swimmers and golfers may be 
skilled in certain ways, but they're 
not competing in man’s sports.” 

Surprisingly, the normally insolent 
Nikolai Volkoff is modest when 
speaking about other athletes. 
“Every sport has its own standards. 
| respect all athletes because in 
Russia all sport is important. A 
wrestler probably could not do 
what a swimmer, runner or basket- 
ball player can do.” 

Those close to the large 
Russian reveal that Volkoff has 
expressed his fantasy of one day 
tag-teaming with 7-foot-2-inch 
Arvidas Sabonis, star of the Soviet 
basketball squad, and Georgi 
Glouchkoy, the 6-foot-8 Bulgarian 
forward for the Phoenix Suns. 
Pointing out that the “Balkan 
Banger’ weighs 235 pounds, 
Volkoff states, “He needs some 
building and toughening up. But 
he'll learn the killer instinct in the 
NBA, especially playing against 
guys like Kareem Abdul-Jabbar.’ 
Jabbar, 7-foot-2 chief of the Los 
Angeles Lakers, has twice broken 
a hand throwing angry punches. 


Rookie grappler Ted Arcidi, who 
broke the world bench press 
record when he lifted 705 pounds, 
says making the transition to the 
mat wars from another sport is no 
easy task. At 6 feet and 297 
pounds—with a 61-inch chest, 24- 
inch neck, 38-inch waist and 24- 
inch arms—Arcidi initially expected 
a smooth climb up the WWF stand- 
ings. “I was a little overconfident at 
first,’ he admits. “Now | know that 
just having muscles doesn’t mean 
being able to use your power 
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properly. And endurance and agility 
are so important in wrestling. No 
matter how successful you were 
any place else, in the WWF you 
have to start from scratch.” 

According to Randy “Macho 
Man” Savage, it's worth it. The 
former .350-slugging minor league 
baseball player feels that wrestling 
better suits his volcanic nature: “In 
baseball, if you have a bad day, 
you can't take your frustrations out 
on anything. In wrestling, you beat 
somebody up.” 
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Tonga—his kicks show martial arts training 
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t could have been a scene from the mysterious Shaolin 
Temple of ancient China. Bodies tensed as coiled steel 
springs, two masters of the martial arts faced one another 

in a hand-to-hand combat that featured knifing chops of the 
hands and lightning kicks calculated to stove in rib cages. Circling, 
darting in and out, hands moving in stylistic circles, the two 
maneuvered for openings. A guard down for even a second drew 
an instantaneous attack with flashing feet and pounding fists. 


Tiger Chung Lee strikes with both hands and feet 


The drama was fast, furious and 
exciting. It was not in a temple or a 
martial arts dojo, however, but in a 
World Wrestling Federation ring, 
where Ricky “The Dragon” 
Steamboat and the Magnificent 
Muraco were engaged in a profes- 
sional wrestling match. The two 
men are known in wrestling circles 
for their expertise in martial arts as 
well as wrestling skill, and they had 
agreed to settle a grudge in what 
was billed as a “karate match.” 
The match, one of a series of 
martial-arts-oriented bouts 
between the two antagonists, was 
held in Boston Garden. When the 
match was over, Steamboat 
emerged the winner, although he 
was so battered he could barely 
leave the ring under his own power. 

Steamboat and Muraco are 


naturals for a match highlighted by 
Asian fighting styles. Steamboat, 
with his Japanese heritage, has 
long studied the combat forms of 
the Orient. Muraco, too, has 
practiced martial arts for years. His 
native Hawaii is a citadel of these 
techniques, and his manager, Mr. 
Fuji, is a master teacher of the 
deadly systems of unarmed fight- 
ing that originated in the Orient. 
Specially designated karate 
matches are a novelty. They give 
the athletes who participate in 
them a chance to demonstrate 
their full range of ring abilities. But 
Steamboat, particularly, and, to a 
lesser extent, Muraco also use 
Asian fighting methods in routine 
bouts. So does the veteran Tiger 
Chung Lee and, when he was 


active as a wrestler, Mr. Fuji 


regularly reached into his Oriental 
bag of tricks for surprise tactics 
from the dojo. 

Moreover, they are not the only 
wrestlers to attack opponents with 
the martial arts. An experienced 
eye can distinguish Asian combat 
tactics in the arsenals of King 
Tonga (who studied wrestling in 
Japan) and the WWF's other star 
from the South Pacific, Sivi Afi. 

Tonga does not talk about 
whether or not he has had martial 
arts training, but the style with 
which he kicks and chops indi- 
cates he has. Afi also seems to 
have a knowledge of an Asian 
fighting style, or so it would seem 
from the strikes he delivers with 
the open hand during a match. 

Some ringside observers have 
questioned whether or not the 
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Ricky Steamboat—wrestling’s premier martial artist 
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Wrestling moves still the key 


martial arts have a place in the 
professional wrestling ring. It is not 
so much a matter of danger. A 
well-executed flying dropkick or 
piledriver can do as much 
damage as a martial arts blow. But 
martial arts knowledge could give 
a wrestler a significant edge when 
his opponent is unprepared for 
and inexperienced in such things. 
The question of the rulebook 
also arises. Tiger Chung Lee, for 
instance, regularly chops at the 
head and neck of an opponent 
with blows that are obviously quite 
iffy as far as the rules go. And 
consider a tactic used by Steam- 
boat in a recent bout during which 
he teamed up with Tonga against 
Jim “The Anvil” Neidhart and Brett 
“Hit Man” Hart. Neidhart, who 
cares nothing for the rules himself, 
had clubbed Steamboat to the mat 
with a shattering forearm smash. 
As Steamboat tried to regain his 
feet, Neidhart grabbed him in his 
hamlike hands and crashed him to 
the canvas with a horrendous 
bodyslam. Groggy, Steamboat 
rose to one knee. Neidhart, sneer- 
ing, loomed over him. Suddenly 
Steamboat struck out with a flurry 
of chops too fast for the eye to 
follow. The referee almost certainly 
could not keep track of what 
happened. Seconds later, Neidhart 
was reeling, and Steamboat was 


Steamboat can come back after taking licks 


out of trouble. It was a marvelous 
performance of athletic skill on 
Steamboat's part. But was it legal? 
And even if so, was it fair? 
Muraco makes use of the most 
devastating martial arts tactics to 
disable opponents. And he does it 
in a most ingenious way, no doubt 
designed by Mr. Fuji. For most of a 
match, Muraco uses standard 
wrestling skills, in addition to sheer 
barroom brawling. When least 
expected, however, he slips in 
vicious martials arts blows, which 
usually are highly unethical, if not 
blatantly illegal. If these sufficiently 
disable his adversary, Muraco 


finishes him off with a wrestling 
move, so it appears that he has 
won by pure grappling ability. 
Muraco's use of his immense 
strength in his Asian assaults 
indicates that Fuji has trained him 
in one of the “hard” Okinawa 
karate styles that put great 
premium on personal power. The 
Magnificent One, however, will not 
reveal whether or not this is true. 
“Why talk about it?” he says. “l 
don’t give away Mr. Fuji’s secrets.” 
Tonga also seems to have 
Karate abilities, although his form is 
probably Japanese. Coming from 
a Pacific island, he also may have 


learned the defense form of pent- 
jak-silat, practiced on the Indo- 
nesian islands. The same may be 
true of Afi. 

Tiger Chung Lee, a Korean, 
uses his country's best-known 
fighting form, tae kwon do. The 
meaning of “tae” is to smash with 
the feet; “kwon” signifies the same 
with the hands. And these two 
words describe what Chung Lee 
tries to do to his wrestling opposition. 

“Tae kwon do is my inheritance 
from my ancestors,” says Chung 
Lee. “Why shouldn't | use it?” 

Steamboat, similarly, makes no 
bones about his martial arts back- 
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Muraco goes for pressure point 
on Ricky 


ground and the fact that he often 
relies on it to triumph in the 
squared circle. Ricky is thoroughly 
grounded in t’ai chi, a graceful 
Chinese style. But increasingly it 
has become evident that he has 
also studied other Chinese 
systems, notably that of the 
Shaolin Temple, once the home of 
fighting monks. His supple, fluid 
movements testify to this fact. 
Ricky is the most articulate 
spokesman for the use of martial 
arts in the wrestling ring. “Many of 
the throws in the martial arts are 
related to those in wrestling,” he 
says. “Ancient Greek and Roman 
wrestlers used tactics very similar 
to those in Asia. And wrestling 
forms, such as vara-musti of India, 
are included in the Asian fighting 
arts. As long as | don’t break the 
rules (which he emphatically 
denies doing unless someone 
does it first), | see nothing wrong 
with mixing a little martial arts with 
a lot of wrestling. That is, as long 
as most of what goes on in the 
ring depends on wrestling skill.” 
Contacted on the matter, WWF 
officials seem to agree with 
Steamboat’s point of view. “It adds 
excitement,” says one, who asked 
not to be identified. “And martial 
arts or not, nobody is going to win 
in the WWF unless he is first and 
foremost.a great wrestler” We 


Why Are We Giving Away These 
Famous Nationally Advertised™ 
SWIFT 660/F™ Telescoping |- 


Spin Rods for only & 5? 


Hard to believe, but true. 


As part of its Anniversary Publicity Campaign, a leading New York firm will distribute one million 
(1,000,000) of its most expensive spin rods—the Famous Nationally Advertised™ SWIFT-660/F™ 
Telescoping WhisperCast™ WhamRod™—for the astonishing “Anniversary Price” of only $5 each to 


the first one million persons who write to the company 
address (below) before midnight, December 25, 1986. 


This original Anniversary Ad 
must accompany your request. Copies 
or photostats are not acceptable. 


These are the same famous SWIFT-660/F Telescoping 
WhisperCast WhamRods nationally advertised in 
leading media. A full standard 66 inches from base to 
tip, they spring to complete length in an eye-blinking 
6/10ths of a second!...then telescope down toa mere 16 
inches for easy storage in kit bag, glove compartment 

or attache case. 


Crafted of aluminum, stainless steel and space-age 
fiberglass for extra strength and flexibility, they provide 
full response along the entire length of the rod, without 
“flat spots”. And allow precise placement of small flies 
with a minimum of surface displacement. 


Weighing a featherlight 3.75 ounces, they are the 
perfect ultralight rods for today’s “compleat angler”. 
Designed for casting powerfully over long distances, 
they’re at home on virtually every lake, stream or 
waterway in America, and ideal for land-casting, general 
wading, and boat-fishing. Small wonder they are the 
fastest selling (and most expensive) spin rods ever offered 
by this giant multi-million-dollar New York firm. 


Each rod is covered by the company’s full one-year 
money-back guarantee. There is a limit of two (2) rods 
per address at this price. But if your order is mailed early 
enough (before December 17) you may request up to 
five. These Famous Nationally Advertised SWIFT- 
660/F Telescoping WhisperCast WhamRods will not be 
sold at this price by the company in any store. 


To order, mail this original printed ad (no copies or 
photostats) together with your name and address and $5 
for each rod. Add only $2 shipping and handling no 
matter how many rods you are requesting. (New York 
residents add sales tax.) Allow up to 6-8 weeks for 
shipment. Make check payable to: A&C Company. Mail 
to: A&C FISHING ROD OFFER, Dept. 230-100, Box 
1736, Hicksville, N.Y. 11802. (A29380) 


© 1986 Rattoler Ltd , 1200 Shames Drive, Westbury, N.Y, 11590 (A29980) 


EXTRA BONUS 
If you 
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the famous top- 
of-the-line SWIFT- 
660/F ZoomCast 
Spinning Reel with 
every rod you order 
..jfor the astonishing 
price of just $2 a reel. (And 
we'll even wind 250 feet of our best 6-lb- 
test monofilament line onto each reel!) 


These nationally advertised reels perfectly 
match your rod in weight and balance, and 
give you fast “‘thumbs-off’ (one-handed) 
casting over longer distances than you ever 
dreamed possible. You can cast even the 
lightest baits without backlash. 


Compatible with virtually every plug or 
lure, the new high-speed gear ratio gives 
you fast “pop’’-action, yet is powerful 
enough to reel in fish without “pumping”. 
The new open-face design (and desirable 
skirted spool) eliminates friction and 
prevents tangles. The anti-reverse is 
“‘whisper” silent, and the Microdisc 
Surge-Free Drag System won’t let your 
fish run away. i 

The most expensive reel sold by this 
huge firm, it is yours for only $2 if you act 
before December 17. (A25166) 
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They Were Spectacular, 
But The Sheik And Voikoff, 
Victims Of Pride, Lose 

To The Bulldogs In This 


lassy Freddie Blassie 
sometimes acts like a 
maniac, but he is almost 
without equal as a 
wrestling manager. Proof of the 
pudding is that, in a nationally 
televised match in April, Blassie’s 
lron Sheik and Nikolai Volkoff were 
so well-prepared they made hash 
out of the World Wrestling 
Federation Tag Team Champions, 
the British Bulldogs. Blassie's boys 
should have won. But the Bulldogs 
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somehow eked out a victory, and 
controversially, at that. 

The match may have been the 
best ever wrestled by the Sheik 
and his Soviet sidekick. Blassie 
had mapped out a strategy that 
was superbly designed to thwart 
the Bulldogs’ lightning aerial ma- 
neuvers and take advantage of the 
superior strength of the Sheik and 
Volkoff. They did it by tagging out 
repeatedly and so quickly it was 
difficult for the audience, much 


Volkoff hits Smith with a shuddering backbreaker 


less the embattled Bulldogs, to 
know which man was in the ring. 

At the same time, moreover, 
while the Sheik and Volkoff's 
smooth tagging tactics kept each 
of them fresh, they managed to 
keep Davey Boy Smith away from 
his corner for almost the entire 
match, a two-out-of-three fall 
event. Smith, in fact, was not able 
to tag his partner, the Dynamite 
Kid, until seconds before the 
match ended. 

As far as the Bulldogs were 
concerned, little good happened 
until they lucked out with the final 
pin. If they had a plus, it was 
Smith's incredible endurance and 
ability to withstand horrendous 
punishment, keeping the Bulldogs’ 
hopes alive and ultimately saving 
their title. 

The match began with the 
ponderous Volkoff and the smaller 
Smith slugging it out toe-to-toe. As 
Smith began to weary, the Sheik 
came in and continued the 
beating. The Blassie team tagged 
additional times until, with the 
match only a few minutes old, the 
Sheik managed to grab Smith in a 
camel clutch. There was no 


escape, and the Sheik and Volkoff 
had one notch in their gun. 

When the referee began the 
bout again, Volkoff tagged in and 
went at Smith like a berserk bear. 
Again, it was in and out by the 
Blassie bruisers, As the Dynamite 
Kid watched helplessly from his 
corner, Smith was battered until he 
was almost out on his feet—first 
by one opponent, then another. 
And, when they managed to 
double-team Smith in a corner— 
sometimes by both. 

It looked to all present and 
watching it on television that the 
match was going to cost the 
Bulldogs their newly won title. And 
it might have, but for the Sheik’s 
pride. It was the first of two 
mistakes caused by cockiness by 
Blassie’s men that cost them the 
bout. The Sheik had battered 
Smith with a fierce bodyslam, then 
shaken him with an elbow off the 
ropes. With Davey Boy groggy, he 
was ripe for a pin. But the Sheik 
took the moment to strut and pose 
for the crowd and lost his 
opportunity. 

Still, it was all going the Blassie 
team’s way. Once he stopped 


posturing, the Sheik wracked 
Smith with a wrenching abdominal 
stretch. The bulging muscles of 
the Sheik told of the terrible 
pressure he was applying. Smith's 
eyes were almost closed in pain, 
his teeth clenched, but striving 
mightily, he managed to tip the 
Sheik off balance and broke the 
stretch with a hip throw, 

Moments later, however, the 
Sheik had tagged out, and an 
exhausted Davey Boy, still far from 
his corner, faced a rested Volkoff, 
who almost immediately hit Smith 
with a clothesline that almost left 
him headless. Somehow, Smith 
managed to shake it off and, with 
a surge of effort, took Volkoff off 
the ropes with a skillful sunset flip. 
With Volkoff flat on his broad back, 
Smith went for the pin—and had it, 
except that the referee, distracted 
by the Sheik, never made the 
count. By the time the official was 
on the job again, Volkoff had 
planted a huge foot in Smith's face 
and kicked him off. 

Next, the Sheik moved into the 
ring again and dashed Smith to 
the mat with a side suplex. The 
Sheik went for the pin, but Smith 
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managed to get to the ropes. As 
the match progressed, Volkoff and 
the Sheik continued to take turns 
pounding Smith, who could barely 
keep his feet. Finally, Volkoff hurled 
Smith to the canvas with a 
thunderous bodyslam. Smith was 
hardly moving, a sure pin. But, 
again, pride took away the 
advantage for Blassie’s men. 
Volkoff momentarily turned his 
back on Smith and raised his arms 
in triumph—premature, it turned 
out. Smith somehow got to Volkoff, 
pushed him into the ropes and 
sunset-flipped him into a pin. 

With the match knotted up, 
Volkoff and Smith continued to 
battle. Each time Davey Boy 
attempted to reach his corner to 
tag the frustrated and worried 
Dynamite Kid, Smith was dragged 
back to the other side of the ring. 
By skillful maneuvering, Volkoff 
managed to work Smith into the 
Blassie corner. He tagged the 
Sheik, who kicked and punched 
Smith to the mat and followed up 
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Smith works over the Sheik 


by bombing the downed Britisher 
with a legdrop. 

Stunned, Smith ended up in a 
Boston crab. Using all his 
stupendous strength, the Sheik 
folded Smith's legs back, as if to 
snap him in two. But again, Smith 
astonished the crowd by taking 
it—and with an effort that 
stretched every sinew in his body, 
wormed his way to the ropes. 

Still, the punishment was not 
over for Smith. Volkoff was on him 
with a backbreaker, then a bear 
hug. But Smith punched his way 
out for a moment's respite until the 
Sheik re-entered the fray. Demon- 
strating an astonishing reserve of 
strength, Smith surprised the Sheik 
with a powerslam and could have 
pinned him, except that Volkoff 
jumped into the ring illegally and 
pulled the Bulldog off the Iranian. 

Although he lost the pin, Smith 
got a break. He managed to get 
across the ring and tag the 
Dynamite Kid. He was immediately 
double-teamed by the Sheik and 


Volkoff, then ended upon the mat, 
the victim of a Sheik suplex. 

Snarling, the Sheik went for a 
camel clutch that would bring him 
and Volkoff the championship 
belts. This time, however, the 
Bulldogs took an illicit leaf from 
Blassie’s book and Smith jumped 
into the ring, fought through Volkoff 
and ripped the Sheik off the Kid. 
With all the chaos in the ring, the 
referee seemed confused. Sud- 
denly, the Sheik was spinning 
head-over-heels via a sunset flip 
by Smith and ended up shoulders 
to the mat. The referee, involved 
again, counted three, and the 
Bulldogs had kept the title. 

The win was not without 
blemish, however. In all the 
confusion, it was never apparent 
whether Smith had tagged in 
legally. No one at ringside was 
sure of the fact. The victory, 
however, goes on the books for 
the Bulldogs, even if they were, in 
this case at least, outclassed by 
Classy Freddie Blassie. Wr 
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By Jean Manning 


Volkoff's routine is similar to 
those used by power weightlifters. 
He uses barbells loaded with heavy 
weights and does not bother much 
with machines designed for toning. 
The Russian says he considers 
his best muscular development to 
be his barrel-like chest and thick 
legs. It is difficult to argue with his 
opinion. His legs boast thighs 
measuring 33 inches around. His 
chest span is 60 inches. 

A few of the exercises that 
helped him attain massive size are 
squats and “good mornings.” The 
best exercise to use to build huge 
legs and massive thighs is the 
squat. This exercise is used in 
powerlifting as a competition lift. 
The squat is performed with the 
barbell resting on your shoulders, 
The feet should be parallel about 
shoulder width apart, the toes point- 
ing outward at a 35-to-45 degree 
angle. Bending the knees, you sink 
down in a deep knee-bend until 
the thighs are parallel to the floor. 
Then return to an upright position. 

Nikolai performs this exercise 
with heavy weights and uses few 
repetitions. This builds the strong 
legs and big thighs that are so 
important to him. Using the Iron 
Sheik as a barbell, Volkoff says, he 
picks up his partner, over his head 
to help build his back and shoul- 
ders. Volkoff did not say what the 
Sheik thinks about this maneuver. 

Another exercise Volkoff uses 
for building his chest and back is 

“good mornings.” Though | see 
nothing good about facing the 
morning with weights on your 
back, the benefits of his exercise 
are amazing. It is performed with 
the barbell resting on your back. 
Stand erect with feet apart and 
toes pointed outward. Place the 
barbell behind your neck, grasping 
it near the inner plates on each 


Return to the starting position and 


Staying Fit 


side, palms facing away from your 
body. Slowly. bend forward until the 
torso is lower than an imaginary 
line drawn from your hips parallel 


to the floor Keep the back 
muscles tense as you descend. 


repeat. What a way to greet the day! 
A man of Nikolai’s size might 
not be expected to perform some 
of the more graceful moves 
required in the wrestling ring, but 
Volkoff has astonishing agility. It is 


never surprising to see him 


coming from a top rope or cart- 
wheeling his way to victory. Nikolai 


believes that disciplined exercise 


and eating right keep his body in 


top condition. 


When Nikolai enters the ring 
and flaunts the Soviet flag, fans 
howl in anger. They may not like his 


politics but must respect his physi- 


cal prowess. His size and strength 
make him a formidable adversary 
and enable him to win so often it 
makes most fans see red! WW 
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How Long 
Will He Ce 
Stay On My ky 


Top? ~ 


Will Brutal 

Competition 
Wear Him . “ 
Down? ‘ 


everal months ago, as NX \ 
World Wrestling Federa- Nw 
tion Champion Hulk Hogan q 
was preparing for a ” 
match, a dressing room hanger-on 
asked him, “Hulk, what's your 
greatest asset in the ring?” 
Pointing to his massive chest, 
Hogan answered, “This body, man. 
As long as it keeps going, I'll Keep 
winning.’ 
Hogan is right, although with 
characteristic modesty he failed to 
mention that his unquenchable 
spirit also is a factor in his un- 
beaten record as champion. The 
Hulkster is undoubtedly one of the 
strongest, best-conditioned 
athletes in the world. He is also 
one of the most realistic when it 
comes to understanding that only 
hard work and dedication to 
training will keep him on top. He 
trains relentlessly, driving himself to 
the limit and then some. As a 
result, his physique and endur- 
ance seem almost superhuman. 
A question that some knowl- 
edgeable observers of the WWF 


ask increasingly, however, is how 
long even a man with Hogan's 
awesome physical attributes can 
withstand the furious pace and 
punishment he has undergone in 
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defending his title. Hogan takes on 
such high-level competition that 
each match is a grueling ordeal 
that takes a fearsome toll on 
muscle and bone. And he has 
been doing it since he took the title 
from the Iron Sheik almost three 
years ago. 

Hogan evades no worthy 
challenger. Consider the compe- 
tition: King Kong Bundy, Big John 
Studd, the Magnificent Muraco, 
Randy “Macho Man” Savage. Any 
one of them is capable of tearing 
an ordinary man apart like a paper 
doll. All are experts at inflicting 
horrendous damage to opponents. 
Few of their adversaries have 
completed a bout with senses and 
body intact. And none of them shies 
away from using the most illegal 
tactics known in order to put away 
the opposition. Rumor is, moreover, 
that Hogan's top challengers are 
in league against him, the idea 
being that, if they join forces to 


weaken the champion, one of 
them will finally dethrone him. 

It is difficult to determine for sure 
whether or not there is a pact 
aimed at Hogan. The machinations 
that preceded Hogan's bout with 
Bundy in WrestleMania 2, however, 
lend credence to the fact that a 
plot exists. Hogan took on Muraco, 
only to be struck by a cowardly 
assault from behind by Bundy that 
sent the Hulkster to the hospital. 

Hogan's body took an incredible 
pounding as the snarling Bundy 
threw his mountainous body upon 
him again and again. The Hulkster’s 
magnificent frame shuddered from 
the brutal blows inflicted by his 
half-berserk adversary. By any 
standards, it should have been all 
over for the champion. But, 
although battered almost beyond 
endurance, Hogan was not even 
thinking of throwing in the towel. 
Instead, he accepted Bundy’s 
challenge for a WrestleMania 2 


cage match and, ribs swathed in 
bandages, began to train for the 
meeting even more intensely than 
ever before. 

Friends say Hogan withstood 
terrible pain, training as he was 
with the injuries caused by Bundy. 
“| don't know how Hulk did it,” says 
one close acquaintance. “He 
really suffered. And then he had to 
beat Bundy. | didn't think the 
champ could do it all, but he did.” 

Hogan won, and convincingly. 
But will he pay for it by eventually 
losing the title? Coming off his 
injuries, Hogan fought what most 
observers feel was the most brutal 
and difficult match of his life 
against the colossal Bundy. At 
times during the battle, it seemed 
as if every sinew and muscle in 
Hogan's body stood out like lines 
on a relief map. He summoned up 
such reserves of power he 
seemed about to explode with 
energy. And as the Hulkster 


Hogan is pounded by Bundy after being set up by Muraco 


Still hampered by his injuries, Hogan went at Bundy with a ve 


Boe Diath n tata ber 


endured the pulverizing splashes, 
avalanches and blows Bundy 
rained upon him, the towering 
champion seemed made of steel. 
But it was flesh and blood taking 
that mauling. Could the Bundy 
match have so drained him that 
Hogan's body can never fully 
recover? 

A parallel might be drawn from 
the boxing ring. Remember the Ali- 
Frazier Thrilla in Manila? Many ring 
pundits claim that neither Joe 
Frazier nor Muhammad Ali were 
ever the same again after they 
gave their all in that match. 

Given the level of competition 
that Hogan faces, he will probably 
have to reach deep within himself 
many more times to achieve 


Courageous champ—Hogan wrestling injured, left, and taking on top flight competition such as Muraco. 


victory. From past performance, he 
has the fighting will to do it. But 
even the inspiring spirit that has 
given rise to Hulkamania could 
work against the champion. The 
plain fact is that Hogan keeps on 
going when other men, even 
champions, would have cashed it 
in. So he pushes himself further 
and absorbs incredible punish- 
ment to wrestle yet another day. 
There is another side to the 
coin, however, that people who 
look for Hogan to decline should 
consider. Doubters have predicted 
the Hulkster's demise as champ- 
ion before. Each time, Hogan has 
proved them wrong. Repeatedly, 
he has gone up against the odds 
and triumphed. Some insiders 


ee 


suggest that Hogan should take a 
break now and then by wrestling 
easy marks. “There's no way he 
can continue like this,” says one. 
“Why doesn't he take it easy?” 

Logic might dictate that not 
even the greatest of champions 
can continue to hold his title if he 
wrestles only against the very best 
of challengers each time. But that 
is Hogan's way. “Only a champion 
who faces opponents capable of 
beating him deserves the belt,” 
Hogan has said. 

In the end, despite the doom- 
sayers, the facts speak for them- 
selves. Hogan is on a plane above 
the rest. When the future looks 
bleakest, he rises to new heights. 
Simply, the Hulkster is a winner We 
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anuary the first,” Jimmy Hart 
exclaims jubilantly when asked 
the date of his birth. “The whole 


world celebrates my birthday.’ The * ¥ 
Mouth of the South may be off base in 
his assessment of why people whoop it ¥ ¥ 


up on the first day of the year but, if you 
believe in astrology, or even if not, the tim- # \ 
ing of his birth does seem to impact on his 
behavior and his role as a manager in the 
World Wrestling Federation. Several WWF man- 
agers and wrestlers, in fact, do behave very much 
as their birth signs would indicate. If you put cre- N 
dence in the stars or even give them the benefit of . 
the doubt, some fascinating analyses and predictions ¥ 
can be made about how the zodiac affects athletes of the 
WWF. 


Take Hart. He was born under the sign of Capricorn, the 
e 
~ . 
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OLOGICAL | 
FEF ATHLETES Goat. Right off, that means something. 


Capricorns are extra-active, which is 
¥ certainly true of Hart at ringside. They 
also tend to take over for others, just as 
Hart does for his wrestlers—Brett Hart, 
Jim “The Anvil” Neidhart, Terry and Hoss 
Funk and the Adorable Adrian Adonis. But 
maybe that’s in their favor because Capri- 
corns are good organizers, careful planners 
and have a sense of direction. Hart’s success 
in building a winning stable of wrestlers has 
indicated he has these characteristics. And when 
the birth signs of his wrestlers are examined, 
you can see how his traits complement theirs. 
Born July 2, Brett Hart is a Cancer, the Crab. Crabs 
are naturally moody—and Brett is often in a foul mood, as 
his opponents have discovered to their dismay. But Crabs 
also have a potential for greatness. Furthermore, they are persis- 
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Jim Neidhart: 
Aquarius the water 
bearer...potential for 
fame, although his 
ego and impulsive- 
ness could get in 
the way. 


tent. Like Brett when he has an 
opponent in a punishing hold, they 
never let go. 

Brett's partner, Neidhart, 
celebrates his birthday February 8 
and is, therefore, an Aquarian. Like 
his partner, Neidhart has the 
potential for fame, although, 
according to the stars, his ego and 
impulsiveness could get in the 
way. Indeed, Neidhart has gotten 
into trouble in the ring for losing his 
temper. 

Jimmy Hart's sign, however, 
counteracts Neidhart’s rash 
nature. Capricorns are wary, 
testing the ground ahead before 
stepping on it firmly. The 
combination of Jimmy's caution, 
Neidhart's tempered impulsive- 
ness and the potential for big 
things from the Anvil and Brett 
could take them a long way. 

Hart is also an ideal manager 
for Adonis. Born September 15, 
Adrian is a Virgo, the Virgin, a sign 
ruled by the planet Mercury. This 
planet was dominant during the 
time Adonis was born, strength- 


ening his natural attention to detail. Randy Savage: Virgo | 


Few wrestlers have such a grasp oe = 

of tha cules Seale ; the vir gin...seldom | - 40 a a 
grappling as Adonis. The problem : - 5s Ree ES 
is that sometimes a Virgo can be gives praise...offers , Sin 
so caught up with details he biti ng criticism ie — 
misses the big picture. That's - : te ait ——g res. 
where Jimmy Hart, tending to Skilled with devices. q oF . See 
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Elizabeth: Scorpio the 
scorpion...the sexiest | 
sign of the zodiac... 
natural magnetism... 
passionate devotion 
to people...bitterly 
resents criticism. 


Jimmy Hart: 
Capricorn the goat 
eXtra active...tends 
to take over for 
others, just as Hart 
does for his wrestlers 
..Capricorns are 
good organizers, care- 
ful planners and have 
a sense of direction. 


manage the destinies of others, 
can keep him in focus. 

Randy “Macho Man” Savage 
also was born September 15, so 
he shares many traits with Adonis. 
The Virgo, exemplified by Savage, 
seldom gives praise. Instead, he 
offers biting criticism—as we have 
seen Savage do time and again to 
his manager, Elizabeth. The period 
during which Savage was born 
makes him skilled with devices. 
This trait, too, we witnessed when 
Randy captured the Interconti- 
nental Title from Tito Santana by 
hitting him with a foreign object. 

Elizabeth's birthday is November 
19, so her sign is Scorpio, the 
Scorpion. This is the sexiest sign 
of the Zodiac, which suits her just 
fine. Most fans would agree that 
Elizabeth has a strong natural 
magnetism, another characteristic 
of Scorpios. Those born under 
Scorpio also display a passionate 
devotion to people, which probably 
explains why Elizabeth receives 
such bad treatment from the 
Macho Man and yet adores him. 
Scorpios, however, do bitterly 
resent criticism of themselves, so 


she may be seething internally at 


WWF Magazine August/September 86 


36 


his putdowns. If so, it bodes badly 
for Savage. 

Unlike Elizabeth, Tito Santana's 
feelings aren't easily hurt because 
his zodiac sign is Taurus, the Bull. 
So, Savage's taunting words don't 
upset Santana. When pushed too 
far, however—and losing his title to 
Savage in the way he did is too 
far—the Bull explodes into a rage. 
Randy Savage better beware of 
Tito's wrath. 

Santana's birthday is May 10, 
and his is one of the strongest of 
the 12 signs. The Taurian doesn't 
know fear and seldom experi- 
ences fatigue, which assuredly 
would stand him in good stead if 
he meets Savage for a rematch. 
Taurians, however, are impatient; 
they want to attain their goals right 
away. This is the drawback for the 
Bull. Also, the Bull can lose control 
when he sees red, while the Virgin 
sees the world clearly. Under 
certain circumstances, this com- 
parison could work in Savage's 
favor and keep Tito from regaining 
the WWF Intercontinental Title. 

The tag team partners B. Brian 
Blair and Jim Brunzell, the Killer 
Bees, have birth signs that nicely 
complement one another. Like 
Jimmy Hart, B. Brian Blair is a 
Capricorn, with his birthday on 
January 12. Blair however, was 
born during the period of Capri- 
corn which makes him happiest 
when he is working the hardest. 
These Capricorns usually attain 
their goals. Although these Goats 
may not be the fastest, they are 
the least likely to stumble along 
their way. 

August 13 is Brunzell's birthday, 
and that means he's a Leo. His 
symbol is the Lion, the courageous 
master of the jungle. Leo people 
are untiring, ambitious and bold. 
They get their strength from the 
sun. Jim Brunzell is a powerful 
opponent. He and Blair make a 
dynamic duo capable of victory 
over any team in the WWF. 
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Hulk Hogan: Leo the 
lion...the royal sign... 
born to rule...retali- 
ates openly when 
provoked...willing to 
go to war...to avenge 
their friends...good- 
hearted, loyal, fights 
for justice. 


Adrian Adonis: Virgo 
the virgin...natural 
attention to details... 
sometimes misses 
the big picture. 


It is not at all surprising that 
WWF Champion Hulk Hogan is 
also a Leo, born on August 11. 
Leo, after all, is the royal sign. 
According to the constellations at 
the time of his birth, Hogan was 
born to rule. It is also natural for 
him to abhor underhanded and 
devious methods. Those under 
Leo retaliate openly when pro- 


voked. They are willing to go to 
war with anyone to avenge their 
close friends. That's why Hogan 
has come to the aid of Captain 
Lou Albano, Mr. T, Paul Orndorff, 
Cyndi Lauper and so many others 
in the past when the devious 
doings of Roddy Piper have 
threatened them. It’s his nature to 
be good-hearted and loyal and to 


fight for justice. 

Bobby “The Brain” Heenan and 
King Kong Bundy are both of the 
Scorpio sign. Heenan came into 
the world on November 1, and 
Bundy made his grand entrance 
on November 17. They belong to 
the “undeveloped” type of this 
zodiac sign, making them vicious 
rather than virtuous. These 


Tito Santana: Taurus 
the bull...feelings 
arent easily hurt... 
pushed too far ex- 
plodes into a rage. 


Bobby “The Brain” 
Heenan: Scorpio the 
scorpion...vicious 
rather than virtuous 
..devious and sting 
hard...sore losers... 
never fight fairly. 


Scorpios are downright devious 
and sting hard. This explains their 
behavior on Saturday Night's Main 
Event before WrestleMania 2, 
when they attacked Hulk Hogan 
during his match with Don 
Muraco, sending the WWF kingpin 
to the hospital. Scorpios like 
Heenan and Bundy are sore 
losers, so they never fight fairly. 


The irony is that Scorpios are 37 
capable of winning with their 
ability; it isn’t necessary to use 
despicable methods to triumph. 

Magnificent Muraco joins Randy 
Savage and Adrian Adonis under 
the Virgo sign. Muraco made his 
debut in life on September 10. Due 
to the period of Virgo in which he 
was born, Muraco is highly inter- 
ested in material gain. That's why 
he's so intent on winning the gold 
belt in Hogan's possession. These 
Virgos learn quickly but forget 
quickly, too. So, it's probably hard 
for Magnificent to remember any 
strategy plan Mr. Fuji concocts. 
That's why Muraco needs Fuji at 
ringside during a match to remind 
him of the game plan. 

Longtime WWF manager Classy 
Freddie Blassie chose the right pro- 
fession, according to the stars. 
Like Neidhart, Blassie’s birthday is 
February 8. But the exact time, 
place and year of birth are all 
determining factors in a person's 
make-up, Causing some differences 
in people of the same sign and 
birth date. Blassie’s horoscope 
dictates that he is a good coun- 
selor and manager. This type of 
Aquarian is happiest when some- 
one asks his advice. Aquarius is 
symbolized by a Man Pouring 
Water. Just as water helps life to 
bloom and flourish, Blassie helps 
his wrestlers to thrive and prosper. 
He has had several champions 
under his guidance, the most 
recent being the former tag team 
titleholders, the Iron Sheik and 
Nikolai Volkoff. 

Volkoff and Dan Spivey are 
another example of two people 
who share the same birth date 
and yet are so different. They are 
both Libras, born on October 14. 
People under Volkoff's period of 
Libra are fond of ceremonies. 
Maybe that's why he likes to sing 
the Russian national anthem 
before his matches. 

Scales represent Libra, so those 
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under this sign like to weigh every- 
thing carefully, often much too long, 
before acting. Volkoff needs a 
manager such as Blassie because 
the Libra can't easily make decis- 
ions on his own. Since Blassie 
likes to give advice, he Is the 
perfect manager for the Russian. 

Libra is ruled by Venus, 
Goddess of Beauty. It is because 
of this that Dan Spivey dislikes 
ugliness and evil. He has a strong 
sense of intuition. What would 
happen if one Libra squared off 
against another? Would Volkoff be 
the victor, or would Spivey 
succeed? Maybe the two Scales 
would balance each other out and 
the match would be a draw. 

Leaping Lanny Poffo is another 
Capricorn, born on December 28. 
Just as the mountain goat likes to 
climb peaks, Poffo likes to climb to 
the top rope for his sky drop. 
Capricorns have accuracy. Poffo 
displays this when he flips in mid- 
air and lands squarely on his 
opponent. What would be the 
outcome if Poffo the Goat was 
matched against Bundy the 
Scorpion? Could the Goat trample 
the Scorpion before the Scorpion 
could sting him? The stars might 
hold the answer. 

Pisces is the sign of Ricky “The 
Dragon” Steamboat, born on 
February 28. Pisces, the Fish, is 
honest, intuitive but something of a 
dreamer. On the other hand, 
Pisces have a lot of common 
sense, and they subconsciously 
gather knowledge. These traits 
could serve Ricky well against 
Muraco, who doesn't retain 
knowledge well. 

George Wells is the type of 
Scorpio who is strong, consistent 
and persistent. Unlike his fellow 
Scorpios Heenan and Bundy, 
Wells is virtuous rather than 
vicious. The trait of viciousness 
lies just below the surface, how- 
ever, and, if need be, Wells can 
turn it on against his foes. George 
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Ricky Steamboat: 
Pisces the fish... 
honest, intuitive...a 
dreamer...lots of 
common sense... 
gather knowledge. 


Wells was born on Halloween, 
October 31, the witching night. 
Can George cast a spell on his 
adversaries? 

Success in professional wrestling 
depends upon many factors, but it 
doesn't hurt to have the stars 
shining in one’s favor, too. Every 


Magnificent Muraco: 
Virgo the virgin... 
highly interested in 
material gain...learn 
quickly but forget 
quickly. 


added advantage is needed to 
gain victory. The stars were 
certainly right in predicting Hulk 
Hogan was born to be a cham- 
pion. Can the stars predict who will 
win and who will lose in the future? 


Astrologers might say that one twinkle 


is worth a thousand words. WF 


Around The Ring 


by Ed Ricciuti 


ake the Snake is so sneaky 
and slippery he gives 
serpents a bad name. 
Sometimes, however, his 
underhanded and foul behavior 
backfires. It happened in April 
when he launched a totally vicious 
and illegal assault on Ricky “The 
Dragon” Steamboat that landed 
the latter in the hospital. The 
Snake jumped Ricky as Steam- 
boat climbed onto the ring apron 
before a scheduled match between 
the two, 

Jake has tried Pearl Harbors 
before. This time, however, he 
used bad judgment. Because, 
when he stabbed Steamboat in 
the back, it occurred before a 
national television audience, 
specifically that of Saturday Night's 
Main Event on NBC. So now fans 
around the country know just what 
kind of a man Jake is. And WWF 
Officials, who are often slow to act 
on such matters, have evidence 
that should lead to some sort of 
penalty against the Snake. 


In Case you missed it, Jake 
knocked Ricky to the floor of the 
arena, in Providence, Rhode 
Island, and bashed his head into 
the concrete, knocking him sense- 
less, Then the Snake dragged 


Sinuously, forked 
tongue flickering, the 
serpent wrapped its 
mighty coils around 
(his) neck and chest 
as if to constrict him. 


Ricky into the ring and left him 
there lying on the mat. With that, 
Jake opened up the bag he 
always keeps in his corner and 
pulled out a giant python, one of 


his odd pets. 

Returning to the unconscious 
Steamboat, Jake set the python on 
him. Sinuously, forked tongue flick- 
ering, the serpent wrapped its 
mighty coils around Steamboat's 
neck and chest, as if to constrict 
him. All the while, Jake watched 
through slitted eyes, obviously 
enjoying the noxious spectacle. 

Fortunately for Steamboat, the 
horrified screams of the crowd 
brought WWF officials from the 
dressing room. A horde of them 
entered the ring and stopped the 
sordid affair. 

Steamboat was treated for a 
massive lump on the head but 
was otherwise all right. Obviously, 
however, things could have been 
much worse. 

All of which brings up a big 
question. Why do WWF officials 
allow Jake to continue to blatantly 
violate the rules? And why is he 
permitted to bring a snake into the 
ring? Some answers should be 
forthcoming. 
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WWE INTERVIEW 


A Talk Wi 


By Carol Buffin 


King Kong Bundy is unique. Probably no other wrestler has 
inspired such terror among his opponents. Although he denies it 
in the following interview, Bundy is notorious for vicious tactics 
and underhanded attacks. He has rampaged through the World 
Wrestling Federation, bowling adversaries over like tenpins. But 
so far, his greatest desire has eluded him. Bundy has not been 
able to take the WWF World Championship. 


teve Taylo: 
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‘WWF: When did you know that 


| “ when | went to the 
| matches one time 


| A best anyone in 
there...anyone in the 
- building, for that 
matter. So, | just 

| eg time 


| tli ing v 

| mate for me... "like to 
think about beating 

! up ve in Ms ring 


WWE World crane 
| ionship...and being 
the dominant force 
in wrestling.” 


wrestling would be what you could 
do best, and how did you come to 
ne Sel you cro weakling it as a compliment? 
Bundy: when | went to the aes 

matches one time and | saw what Bane ie NO, | I wrestled in college, Bundy: Well, I'm hoping 
these guys were doing in the ring, | but tee oie ee “hill, 
just knew in my heart that | at didn't r influ | retired 

beat anyone in there.. anyone in ae W 
the building, for that matter. So, | ter 
a a es, eae sais Wires any differently. if | thought for one 


take offense at that, or do you see 


second that he didn't mean it as a 
compliment, I'd go down, grab him 
right out of that tuxedo, throw him 
into the ring and let him back up 
his words. 

WWF: You haven't really 
answered the question. Would you 
describe yourself as a condo- 
minium with feet? 

Bundy: As a condominium with 
feet? Well, | hope that means I'm 
very large, which is how | would 
describe myself. Those aren't the 
words | would choose, but | don't 
see it as being particularly bad— 
unless Monsoon means it that 


way. 

WWF: You seem to be a 
resourceful guy. You may not be 
as quick as some of the smaller 
guys, but you put your weight 
advantage to good use with your 
avalanche. How did you choose 
that name for your finishing 
maneuver? 

Bundy: |'Il tell you exactly why | 
chose it; but to correct you, | am 
as quick as anyone. An avalanche 
is the most destructive force on 
earth when you think about it. 
ae live through hurricanes, 

nadoes, earthquakes—but no 

ae lives through an avalanche. 
And when | give it to them in the: 
ring, no one gets through that, 
either. 


WWF: lf you could come back in 
another life, who or what would 
you be? 

Bundy: | wouldn't want to be 
anyone but King Kong Bundy 
because I've got the best of 
everything right now. 

WWF: Finish this sentence: King 
Kong Bundy is a man who... 
Bundy: A man who stands for 
truth, justice and the American 
way and would never take ad- 
vantage of an opponent just to 
gain a victory. He's a fair and just 
man who would never bend the 
rules to his own advantage. He 
doesn't have to cheat to win his 
matches. 

WWE: A lot of fans wouldn't 
believe that answer, but no matter, 
let's go on. What are your other 


7 


interests besides wrestling? What 
do you like to do when you're 
away from the ring? 


Bundy: When |'m not beating up 


people in the ring, | like to think 
about beating up people in the ring 
and winning the WWF World 
Heavyweight Championship. | like 
to think a lot about Andre the Giant 
and Hulk Hogan—and King Kong 
Bundy being the dominant force in 
ofessional wrestling, which he is. 
WWF: Is that what dominates 
your dreams? 
Bundy: | don’t have dreams. But 
people have nightmares about me. 
All | think about is being the No. 1 
man which | feel | am now. | think 
most people in the world think | 
am, too. 

WWF: Jimmy Hart says that only 
he knows why he traded you to 
Heenan. But, do you know, and 


will you tell us? 
Bundy: | don't know for sure why 
Jimmy did it. | know Jimmy got two 
men and quite a bit of cash from 
Bobby in return for me. He did get 
two top wrestlers at the time— 
eee eee 
a manager, Jimmy 
needed to build up his stable of 
wrestlers, and he thought getting 
two for one was a good deal. Plus, 
everyone can always use a little 
cash. | think that's why he traded 
me to Bobby "The Brain.” 
WWF: Not all wrestlers have a _ 
manager. Why do you have one? 
Bundy: tele Earn ly 


The man can devise pbhen in 
an instant and see an opponent's 
weaknesses. And | think any 

you can give yourself, you should 
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take. Some people don't have 
managers, it’s true. But then again, 
most people aren't as successful 
as King Kong Bundy, either. 

': Does Heenan give you a 
lot of strategy guidance before you 
go into a match? 

Bundy: Well, it's not that | usually 
need it because | usually don't 
need anything. But every once in 
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a while I'll go up against a Hulk 


Hogan or an Andre the Giant, and 
then a slight bit of strategy benefits 
me. So, Heenan’s good at those 
times. But, against your average 
man, | don’t need anything but 
King Kong Bundy and the big 
avalanche. 

WWF: How did you feel when 
Hart handed you over to Heenan? 


“People have night- 
mares about me. Tm 
feral than ack af 
(Hogan's opponents), 
just as fast, about 
two times stronger, 
much, much larger 
and more dangerous 
to him. Hogan knows 
that, which is why 
hes always running 
from me.” 


Bundy: Hey, wrestling’s a 
business, and that's all it's ever 
been and all it ever will be to me: 
Jimmy thought it was a good 
move for him, and it certainly 
wasn’t a bad move for me; |d 
care. | trust Jimmy Hart, and | trast 
Bobby Heenan as long as | get to 
go into:the ring, that's what 


WWF: In what ways do you differ 
from Hulk Hogan? 

Bundy: Oh, I'm better looking, first 
of all. I'm quicker, stronger and a 
better wrestler. Hogan has a little 
more hair than | do. That's one of 
the few differences between us in 
his favor. I'm a lot quieter. He's got 
a bigger mouth. When Hulk Hogan 
has nothing to say, he always says 
it. If | have nothing to say, | don't 
Say it. 

WWF: How do you differ from the 
rest of Hogan's opponents? 
Bundy: Well, |'m about 150 to 200 
pounds heavier than most of them; 
just as fast, about two times 
stronger, much, much larger and 
more dangerous to him. Hogan 
knows that, which is why he's 
always running from me. 

WWF: How would you say the 
WWF could be improved? 

Bundy: | don't think the WWF 
could be improved, to tell you the 
truth. We've got the best athletes in 
the wrestling world today. 

WWF: What would you be doing 
now if you hadn't discovered 
wrestling? 

Bundy: |’d probably be working as 
a bouncer in a bar. I'd just be 
having a good time and enjoying 
myself like | am now—still 
roughing up someone once ina 
while. 

WWF: What are your main 
wrestling goals? 

Bundy: You have to understand 
that all the wrestling world knows 
King Kong Bundy’s out there, and 
they want him. But my main goal 
now is the WWF World Heavy- 
weight Championship belt and 
ridding the world of Hulkamania 
because someone has to do it, 
and | figure I'm the man, It’s like 

a wart that has to be removed. 
Hulkamania’s been around a 

long time, and it's just time for it 

to end. 

WWF: King Kong Bundy is scared 
of what? 

Bundy: Nothing. In big, huge 
black letters with three 
exclamation points...NOTHING!!! 
WWF: Why do you shave your 
head? Is it a psychological device 


that you use on your opponents? 
Bundy: | guess you could say it is 
a psychological device, but also | 
just feel | look so good this way— 
like Telly Savalas. Telly and | are 
probably the only two men in the 
world that look really good with 
shaved heads. You see some 
guys, and they just don't look right 
with their heads shaved; but | think 
Telly and | have really got it. 

WWF: How did you get the name 
King Kong? 

Bundy: That was given to me 
early in my career when | first 
started to wrestle. As they 
watched me in the ring, they said | 
looked like King Kong. There was 
just a path of destruction 
everywhere | went. So, they 


thought that was a good name for 
me, and | agreed. It was, and it is. 
WWE: What's your appetite like? 
Bundy: Well, actually | eat like a 
bird—a vulture! | eat anything and 
everything. Oh, I'll have maybe a 
chicken, a few vegetables and a 
cherry pie, and a half-gallon of 
milk to top it off. There are very 
few things that | don't like to eat. 
WWF: How about your training 
schedule? 

Bundy: |’m in the gym every 
chance | get. | run, chop wood 
and whatever else | can do to 
keep myself in top physical 
condition. W 


Look for another WWF Star 


Interview in the next issue. 
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asked Arnold Schwarzenegger 

about his latest movie, Raw 

Deal, and he answered in that 

even tone that has calmed 
entertainment and literary folks 
initially intimidated by his colossal 
dimensions. Then | brought up 
professional wrestling, and he 
started to stir The velocity of his 
words increased until he was 
speaking in an Austrian-inflected 
whir. Talking about the sport of 
kings had turned the granite man 
giddy as a child. 

“You have to understand that | 
am a wrestling fanatic,” explained 
the seven-time Mr. Olympia and 
star of such box-office hits as The 
Terminator and Conan the 
Barbarian. “There's no one | ever 


talked to who didn't enjoy watching Arnold will be gunning with Jesse 


it. It's the only sport that reminds 
me of the old gladiator days.” 
Although he has no regrets 
about his career choices, he 
declared, “If | had a second body, 
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By Keith Elliot Greenberg 


| definitely would have been a 
professional wrestler. 
“| would be in heaven to be in 


those matches and do the things 
that those wrestlers can do. They 
lift up guys and throw them - and 
lifting a body is so much harder 
than lifting a weight. They jump off 
the ropes chest-first and know 
how to fall. When stunt guys do 
that in the movies, they charge 
$1,000 and land on a mattress. 
Wrestlers land in a hard ring and 
still manage to look so graceful.” 

In addition to athletic prowess, 
Schwarzenegger said, mat men 
are fabulous entertainers: “They 
have the personalities to make 
people like them or hate them 
and get emotionally involved in 
the matches. 

“While at least half of those 
guys are such great performers, in 
boxing you only had Ali. 

“There is no one in this country 
who can entertain people better 
than professional wrestlers.” 

He is, therefore, quite pleased 
that Jesse “The Body” Ventura will 


co-star in his next film, tentatively 
titled Hunter. The controversial 
commentator and former co- 
holder of the World Wrestling 
Federation Tag Team Champion- 
ship will play a commando fighting 


beside Arnold. (This publication will 


provide an exclusive look at the 


making of the film in a future issue.) 


After that, Schwarzenegger 
plans to make The Running Man. 
“lam already hyping the producer 
and director to use professional 
wrestlers as the stalkers who hunt 
down the running man,” he said. 

Before journeying to the United 
States to obtain a degree in 
business and international 
economics at the University of 
Wisconsin—along with countless 
awards for his musculature— 
Arnold followed professional 
wrestling in Europe. At 19 years of 
age he managed a Munich gym 
frequented by grapplers. “In the 
morning, when they practiced 
wrestling, they’d have me come 
over and practice with them. | was 
there (at the arena) almost every 
night, watching them. | just loved 
those guys.” 

Through bodybuilding contests, 
he met former WWF Champion 
Bruno Sammartino. “Bruno was a 
weight-lifter and a power-lifter— 
one of the strongest guys around. 
He was an international judge at 
the competitions. We became very, 
very good friends and always 
hung out together.’ 

Arnold vividly recalled watching 
Bruno defend his belt in Madison 
Square Garden: “It was an 
incredible match. It went on for a 
long time, and those guys were 
flying all over the ring—and out of 
the ring. They were moving so fast 
for their body weight, and it was a 
pleasure to watch them. Bruno 
really made the fans love him. 
They were on their feet - scream- 
ing. It was just total madness.” 

Schwarzenegger continued 
following wrestling - right up to 
Hulk Hogan's reign. He said he 
respects his friend Hogan not only 
as an athlete but as a charismatic 
figure who has been able to gain 
public attention outside of sports. 
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Actor commentator, body-builder and auth 


Jesse Ventura is similiar; Arnold 
claims: “He has a great voice. 
He's very animated; his whole 
body speaks when he speaks. 
He's very determined when he 
talks and convincing in what he 
says. He has great eyes. And he 
has a large frame; he looks like a 


man who can take care of any job. 


I'm looking forward to working 
with him.” 

A peek at Arnold's biography 
reveals why he takes such 
pleasure in watching athletes 
expand into other fields. His 
appearance as Mr. Olympia on the 
Merv Griffin Show caught the 
attention of Lucille Ball and her 
husband, producer Gary Morton, 
who booked the strongman on 
one of Lucy’s specials. Next came 
a part opposite Jeff Bridges and 
Sally Field in the movie Stay 
Hungry - a role that netted Arnold 
a Golden Globe Award for “Best 
Newcomer in Films.” Conan the 
Barbarian and Conan the 
Destroyer made him a world- 
renowned superstar. After the 
release of The Terminaior, the 
National Association of Theatre 
Owners named Schwarzenegger 
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the “International Star of 1984.” 
The following year, the same 
organization bestowed upon him 
its “Career Achievement Award” 
as a result of his performance in 
Commando. 

In Raw Deal, co-starring Sam 
Wanamaker, Blanche Baker and 
Darren McGavin, Arnold plays a 
small-town sheriff who has been 
forced out of the FBI for excessive 
brutality. When he learns that he 
can be reinstated by infiltrating an 
organized crime family, he jumps 
at the opportunity. To nobody's 
surprise and everyone's joy, his 
brute strength and arsenal of 
weapons have an explosive effect 
on the mob. 

In between acting and body- 
building, Arnold has managed to 
write three fitness books, com- 
mentate on network sports 
programs and work with prisoners 
and the mentally retarded. After a 
busy day, he claims few things are 
as gratifying as watching a WWF 
broadcast. 

“Before | go to sleep, | like to 
watch wrestling on television,” he 
said. “Other people flick on MTV; | 
watch wrestling.” WF 
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or, Schwarzenegger has done it all 


The WWF's 
International Network of 
Announcers Keeps the 
Language of Wrestlin 
Alive Around The Globe. 


By Keith Elliot Greenberg 
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ince professional wrestling 

became a major American 

passion in the early part 

of this century, countless 
organizations have affixed the word 
“world” to their titles to feign global 
exposure. None have been truly 
global in scope except the World 
Wrestling Federation, which is 
reflected by the vast WWF tele- 
vision network. Matches are 
broadcast in English, Spanish and 


French on television stations in 
countries such as the United 
States, Canada, the Philippines, 
Australia, Samoa, Italy, Spain, 
Honduras, Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, 
Qatar, Bahrain, Oman, United Arab 
Emirates, Egypt, Pakistan, Gabon, 
Senegal, Malaysia, Guam, Nigeria, 
Sri Lanka, Brazil, Singapore, 
Panama and Costa Rica. Cable 
television markets include France, 
Holland, Austria, Belgium, West 


i Ki Ken Resnick new to the WWF broadcast team 
Mean Gene takes on Haiti Kid interviews WWF Champion Hulk Hogan 
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Germany, Sweden, England and 
Norway, When Hulk Hogan 
polishes his championship belt 
before bedtime each night, he can 
be comfortable with the knowl- 
edge that no other monarch on 
the planet enjoys such a wide 
constituency. 

However, even in the most 
turbulent of nations, few kings find 
their sovereignty under siege so 
often. And those who do rarely 
allow the media to tell the true 
story of challenges to the throne. 
Luckily, wrestling fans can view 
every full-muscled dissenter of the 
Hulkster’s rule preparing for 
coming revolutions. And the WWF 
announcers pull no punches in 
describing the heroes and villains 
they see battling before them. 

The best-known WWF commen- 
tators are straight-shooter Vince 
McMahon and the unconventional 
Jesse “The Body” Ventura. Mean 
Gene Okerlund has intrigued 
followers with his tongue-in-cheek 
interview sessions with the sport's 
rulebreakers (most notably Bobby 
“The Brain” Heenan) and his stir- 
ring version of Tutti Frutti on The 
Wrestling Album. Lord Alfred 
Hayes, a familiar fixture on cable 
broadcasts of matches, Tuesday 
Night Titans and “Update” reports, 
is a particular delight to descen- 
dants of the Emerald Isle who 
insist that England's days of 
splendor have long passed. 

These figures tend to over- 
shadow their equally diligent 
counterparts: Gorilla Monsoon and 
Bruno Sammartino; Miguel Alonso, 
seen on the Spanish International 
Network; and Edouard Carpentier, 
Guy Hauray and Pat Patterson, 
who bring the excitement to 
French-speaking fans. 

Monsoon's commentary reflects 
the perspective of a man who, in a 
21-year career, experienced both 
the scorn and adulation of fans. 
While younger observers recall 
Monsoon’s scientific era, others 
remember him as the 401-pound 
monster who made Bruno 
Sammartino’s life miserable in the 
early and middle ‘60s. !n fact, 
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some of these fans were surprised 
that the grunting behemoth 
evolved into one of the most 
articulate men to ever sit behind a 
wrestling announcer’s table. 

Those close to him always 
knew his intellectual side. He was 
president of the student body at 
Jefferson High School in Rochester, 
New York, and majored in English 
and physical therapy at Ithaca 
College - where he made the 
dean's list and was inducted into 
the Hall of Fame in 1973. His 
favorite books are the classics, 
especially Moby Dick and the 
works of Mark Twain. 

Before he entered the ring as a 
professional, he had earned 10 
college letters in football, wrestling 
and track and field and was a 
runner-up in the freestyle and 
Greco-Roman nationals in 1959. 
As a member of the U.S. Olympic 
Team, he toured Russia, Turkey, 
Bulgaria, France and Poland. 

The 6-foot-6-inch athlete parti- 
cipated in over 8,000 matches, 
picking up the All-Asiatic Heavy- 
weight Championship, four world 
tag team belts and the Japanese 
International Tournament title along 
the way. 

He began commentating in the 
late 1970s, during the twilight of his 
wrestling career, and has always 
aspired to honesty behind the 
mike. “That's the thing that 
separates me from Jesse ‘The 
Body’ Ventura,” he says, referring 
to his frequent announcing partner. 
“| don't play favorites. Jesse claims 


to tell it like it is, but he’s some- 
times a fountain of misinformation. 
For example, when Randy Savage 
captured the Intercontinental title, 
Jesse didn't see him knock Tito 
Santana cold with a foreign object; 
Ventura completely blocked it out 
of his mind's eye. | think some- 
times he doesn't say what he 
sees, but what he wishes he could 
be seeing.” 

When he was wresiling, 
Monsoon held announcer Bill 
“Chilly Billy” Cardille in high 
esteem. Cardille - who enjoyed 
shouting “lights out, school's over, 
close up shop” as a match ended 
- was “spontaneous, well-liked by 
wrestlers and respected by fans,” 
according to Monsoon. Does the 
Gorilla pattern himself after Chilly 
Billy? “No, | try to make my own 
pattern.” 

Two-time WWF Champion 
Bruno Sammartino also takes his 
unique style with him on the air. 
The modest but fiery Italian-born 
grappler's wrestling career makes 
him well qualified to provide 
color commentary alongside Vince 
McMahon's play-by-play. Says 
Bruno: “I think it's important for a 
wrestler to help with the announcing. 
We've been there in that ring, we 
know the holds and the counter- 
holds; we know what it’s like to be 
in the combatants’ shoes.” The 


major problem is remaining 
impartial. “| want to be fair but, 
through my years in the sport, I've 
built up grudges. Sometimes, | see 
a guy | had a feud with getting 
away with something, and | just 
feel like jumping in the ring - dog- 
gone it.” 

Miguel Alonso developed his 
flair for neutrality broadcasting 
Dodger games in Spanish for 
KWKW-AM in Los Angeles - he 
was a San Francisco Giant fan! “If 
| had told the way | really felt, | 
don't think the listeners - or my 
bosses - would have been too 
happy with me,” he says. 

Sometimes, though, the 
Mexican-born Alonso cannot 
contain himself when he sees an 
injustice perpetrated in the ring. 
The short, puffy-cheeked man 
repeatedly leaps from his seat, 
waving his arms wildly as he 
shouts the action over the airwaves, 
and admonishes the referee. 

There is a wide disparity 
between Mexican wrestling and 
WWF action, Alonso claims. “The 
wrestling in Mexico is more aerial, 
but the fans don't get as excited. 
The WWF has more sabor (flavor). 
The wrestlers here work on every- 
thing - their wrestling moves, their 
physiques and their personalities.” 

In Canada, Edouard Carpentier 
has fascinated mat mavens with 
his airborne repertoire for over 
three decades. Now in semiretire- 
ment, he still electrifies watchers, 
but mainly with his French 
language play-by-play. The 
Parisian-born role model for high- 


Monsoon has 
experienced both the 
scorn and adulation 
of fans. While 
younger observers 
recall Monsoon’s 
scientific era, others 
remember him as the 
401-pound monster 
who made Bruno 
Sammartino’s life 
miserable in the early 


and middle ‘60s 


flying teams like the Killer Bees 
and British Bulldogs says that 
WWF fans are easy to please: 
“They're the most vivacious fans 
I've ever seen. And I'm comparing 
them to audiences I’ve seen all 
over the world.” 

Carpentier, a resident of 
Montreal for 29 years, represented 
France as an Olympic gymnast in 
1948 and 1952, and waged war 
with the likes of Killer Kowalski and 
Buddy “Nature Boy” Rogers 


during pro wrestling’s first “heyday” 
in the 'SOs. He claims that today’s 
grapplers are in better shape than 
ever before and, thus, the action is 
more intense. 

Providing the color commentary 
to Gaulish followers is another 
Parisian, Guy Hauray. Hauray was 
karate champion of Europe in 
1961 and expresses special 
interest in wrestlers with martial 
arts backgrounds, Ricky 
Steamboat and King Tonga rank 
among his favorites. 

An announcer's statements 
should not be confined to the ring, 
according to Hauray: “| believe the 
fans want to know the wrestler's 
inner self. What are his long-term 
goals? Which traits have followed 
him throughout his career? What 
are the details of his personal life? 
| try to present a complete picture.” 

Rounding out the French broad- 
cast is the “Brunch” segment, a 
Piper's Pit-like interview feature 
conducted by the first wrestler to 
ever hold the WWF Intercontinental 
Title, Pat Patterson. Patterson, who 
has also announced in English, 
was born to a French family in 
Montreal and is completely bilingual. 
Unfortunately, other grapplers are 
not - and Patterson must work 
hard to translate their charged 
comments quickly and accurately, 

French-speaking wrestlers 
include Andre the Giant, Butcher 
and Mad Dog Vachon, Rene 
Goulet, Jacques and Raymond 
Rougeau and Dino Bravo. “As you 
could guess, they're the easiest to 
interview,’ says Patterson. 

As the number of WWF broad- 
cast markets have increased, so 
has the volume of mail sent to 
stars. Letters in German, Arabic, 
Italian and various African tribal 
dialects request live matches in 
some of the more remote sections 
of the world. While promoters try to 
meet demands, announcers are 
happy to be serving a growing 
viewership. Pat Patterson sums up 
the feelings of his colleagues; “| 
like all wrestling fans, whether they 
like me or not. Without them, I’d 
be nothing.” We 
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ae, aul Roma and S.D. 
| LM ‘Special Delivery” Jones 

r~6=—_— have joined forces as a 
| dashing and devastating 
new tag team that has caught the 
imagination of Australian fans. The 
veteran Jones and rookie Roma 
(see article Coming Up in this 
issue) have been wowing Aussie 
fans with a series of spectacular 
triumphs during WWF tours Down 
Under. 

Victories by Jones and Roma 
have been characterized by 
smooth teamwork, effective tag- 
ging and a beautifully engineered 
blending of their particular talents. 
Jones wears down opponents by 


his continual and confusing move- 
ments, batters them with head 
butts and targets concerted 
attacks on vulnerable parts of the 
body. Roma then comes in fresh, 
trying to maneuver his man into 
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position for a flying powerslam, a 
dramatic new finishing hold that he 
has developed. 

Roma, at 235 pounds, has the 
strength to take even much larger 
opponents into the air in a half 
circle, then propel them toward the 
mat with pulverizing force. The 
victim lands with Roma atop him. 
Dazed by the shock of the slam, 
the downed man also has the 
wind knocked out of him. Roma 
then keeps his opponent from 
regaining his breath with pressure 
on the rib cage. Then the 
youngster goes for the pin. Among 
the teams that have fallen prey to 
Roma and Jones are the experi- 
enced Rene Goulet and wily Steve 
Lombardi. 

So popular have Roma and 
Jones become that crowds have 
mobbed them in cities such as 
Perth, Brisbane, Sydney and 
Melbourne. The young, handsome 
Roma has become something of a 
heart throb for Aussie ladies. He 


was recently featured on a major 
television program, Perfect Match, 
on which he was asked to choose 
his favorite from a batch of female 
contestants. WWF 
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Orndorff like a mugger from out of 
a back alley. In the end, it was 


- Adrian who took a beating and lost 
on IS S i roc ie the frock that, apparently to mock 
Orndorff, the Adorable One had 
a donned for the match. To 
rdo { But Wins Orndorff's dismay and the chagrin 
of most fans, however, Adrian did 


not lose the contest but won when 


B A D IS Ud lifi call on the referee disqualified an enraged 
and rampaging Orndorff. 


hatever it was in the 
ring wore a dress but 
was no lady. It was the 
Adorable Adrian 
Adonis, all prettied up, but brawling 
as if he were back in the squalid 
gutters of old Hell's Kitchen. Fans 
in the Providence (R.I.) Civic 
Center and watching the match on 
NBC television gasped as Adonis 
tore into Paul “Mr Wonderful” 
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Strange happenings. No ques- 
tion. But then the entire episode 
was weird, beginning with the 
events that preceded the much- 
ballyhooed match-up. The con- 
frontation between Adonis and 
Orndorff was much awaited. 
Adonis’ frilly attire notwithstanding, 
both men are among the most 
skilled and, at the same time, 
roughest wrestlers in the World 
Wrestling Federation. And Orndorff 
had made no secret of his distaste 
for Adrian's flitty behavior “He acts 
like he should be in that old poem, 
you know, the one about the Fairy 
Queen,’ Orndorff had scoffed. 

Adonis, for his part, expressed a 
Curiously ambivalent attitude 
toward Orndorff. On one hand, the 
Adorable One seemed to simply 
adore his upcoming opponent. “| 


want that man; I’ve always wanted 
that man,’ he gushed before the 
match. Want Orndorff? In what 
way? Pinned to the mat? Some- 
thing else? Interpret it any way you 
want, but Orndorff took it as a 
supreme insult. 

To make matters worse, in his 
dressing room before the match, 
Adonis displayed a big cardboard 
figure, almost lifesize, of Orndorff. 
While primping up prior to his 
entrance into the arena, Adonis 
could be heard singing, “Hey, Paul, 
| wanna wrestle you.” 

At the same time, Adonis 
seemed a bit of his old slummy 
self when he stated in a pre-bout 
interview that he planned to anni- 
hilate Orndorff. “He’s beautiful and 
a great wrestler, but I’m tougher 
than nails,” Adonis said. “I'll whip 


... lhe Adorable One 
seemed to simply 
adore his upcoming 
opponent. “I want that 
man, I've always 
wanted that man,” he 
gushed before the 
match...Interpret it any 
way you want, but 
Orndorff took it as a 
supreme insult. 


him bad.” 

Then Adonis left the dressing 
room and strutted into the ring, a 
dress of pink, black and blue 
draped over his bulbous body. To 
the amazement of everybody, 
Adrian chose not to disrobe and 
wrestle in tights or trunks, but left 
the dress on. That was all she 
wrote, as far as Orndorff was 
concerned. Wrestle a guy in a 
dress? It was the ultimate insult, 

Orndorff charged Adonis and 
heaved him out of the ring onto 
the concrete, where the Adorable 
One bounced like a big rubber 
ball. Pitilessly, Orndorff went out of 
the ring after Adonis. The referee 
then acted and made both men 
re-enter the ropes. 

Without hesitation, Orndorff 
grabbed Adonis and smashed him 
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to the canvas with one arm-drag, 
then another. Next Adrian was 
rocked by a pulverizing bodyslam. 
He had had it and ran for cover 
outside the ring. Orndorff, however, 
went out after Adonis again and 
hauled him back onto the mat, 
then whipped him into a turn- 
buckle. Once more, Adonis retired 
to the arena floor, where he was 
confronted by his manager, Jimmy 
Hart. This time, Adrian returned to 
the ring under his own power. 

Regaining some of his com- 
posure. Adonis put some of his 
ring smarts to work and slowed 
the pace by keeping away from 
Orndorff, who was still puffing fire. 
As Orndorff moved toward Adonis 
to lock up, the Adorable One 
ripped a slashing kick to Paul's 
stomach. The blow stopped 
Orndorff for only a moment, and 
seconds later he had Adonis in an 
abdominal stretch. Wriggling and 
squirming, Adonis managed to 
reach the ropes, and the referee 
broke the hold. 
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Adonis put some of 
his ring smarts to 
work by keeping 
away from Orndorff, 
who was still puffing 
fire. As Orndortt 
moved toward Adonis 
to lock up, the 
Adorable One ripped 
a slashing kick to 
Paul's stomach. 


As Adrian cowered in a corner, 
Orndorff moved in on him, only to 
be met by a fist in the face. Adonis 
then slammed Orndorff to the 
canvas. But Orndorff recovered 
and tossed Adrian out of the ring 
again. Not content with that, 
Orndorff then grabbed Hart, 


Adrian chose not to 
wrestle in tights or 
trunks, but left the 
dress on. That was 
all she wrote, as far 
as Orndortf was 
concerned. Wresile a 
guy in a dress? It 
was the ultimate 
insult. 


dragged him through the ropes, 
then heaved him out again, on top 
of Adrian. 

Adonis regained the ring, but the 
in-and-out game was not over. 
Orndorff lifted Adonis and whirled 
him around in an airplane spin, 
then sent him flying toward the 
concrete. As Adonis got to his feet, 
he managed to reach a hand into 
the ring and haul Orndorff out, 
where the Adorable One tried to 
ram his adversary into a post. But 
Orndorff ducked, and Adrian 
bashed into the object. 

With Adonis momentarily 
immobilized, Orndorff, raging, went 
after Hart's scalp. He took Hart 
into the ring and started to bang 
him around in a corner. It was a 
bad mistake. Adonis picked up 
Hart’s megaphone, which Jimmy 
had dropped, tiptoed up behind 
Orndorff and slammed him in the 
head with it. 

Stunned and down, Orndorff 
was an easy target. The tables 
had turned. This time it was 


Adonis who was furious—as furi- 
ous, some observers joked, as a 


woman scorned, He rained elbows 


and fists on Orndorff, then 
bounced him off the ropes into a 
knee to the midsection. Not giving 
Orndorff a moment to recover, 
Adonis punished him with a body- 
slam and head butt, then went for 
cover With astonishing effort, 
Orndorff managed to kick out of 
the attempted pin. But Adrian was 
on him like a she-devil and 
smashed him to the mat with a 
suplex. Strutting and apparently 
sure of victory, Adrian climbed to 
the top rope, then leapt at the 
prostrate Orndorff. With his last 
reserve of strength, Orndorff lifted 
his knees—and Adonis’ big belly 
struck them full force. 

Adonis writhed on the mat, 
giving Orndorff time to recover. 
Eyes blazing and wild with anger, 
Orndorff hammered Adonis with a 
mighty kneelift. Adonis ended up 
with his arms caught in the ropes, 
like a chicken ready for plucking. 


And Paul was ready to pluck him. 
Whipping Adonis off the ropes, 
Orndorff bombed him with a drop- 
kick, then muscled him into a 
corner. Now there was no stopping 
Orndorff, He was blind with rage 
and out to tear Adonis limb from 
limb. This not being totally possible, 
Orndorff tore up Adonis’ dress 


Orndortff recovered 
and tossed Adrian 
out of the ring again. 
Not content with that, 
Orndorff then 
grabbed Hart, 
dragged him through 
the ropes, then 
heaved him out 
again, on top of 
Adrian. 


instead and, while fans howled, 
began to strangle the Adorable 
One with a shred of the garment. 
Adonis’ eyes bulged and his feet 
kicked but, entangled in the ropes, 
he could not escape. But help was 
on its way in the form of the 
referee, who moved to break up 
the melee. Orndorff, however, was 
so wrathful he was beyond reason. 
With a powerful shove, and hardly 
looking, he sent the referee to the 
canvas. 

Fortunately, the realization of 
what he had done suddenly pene- 
trated Orndorff's madness. He 
paused for a moment, giving time 
for Jimmy Hart to yank a gasping 
Adonis to safety outside of the ring. 
The referee by then had regained 
his feet and hit Orndorff—rightly 
so—with a disqualification. 

Orndorff stood in the center of 
the ring, frustrated. In one powerful 
hand he clenched a fragment of 
Adrian's dress. Paul had lost, but 
at least he had come away with a 
trophy, of sorts, of victory. Wr 
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Adrian prepared for his match whatever he is—is unreal.” No 
with Orndorff not by working matter what bystanders 
out but by prettying up in his —_ thought, the Adorable One 


dressing room. “I’ve never apparently believed himself 
seen anything like it,” said simply the most gorgeous 


one onlooker. “The man— thing around. He flounced 


and fluttered, oohed and 
aahed, and left everyone with 
the impression that he had a 
love-hate relationship with 
Orndorff. Adonis always dolls 
up before a match, but for 
Orndorff Adrian went all out. 
Paul, however, did not seem 
to appreciate Adrian’s efforts. 
Orndorff pounded the pretti- 
ness out of his opponent. 
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We've all done it—said something that we would rue forever. It 


BEST AND 
ORST OF 


ThisMonthWe Feature: 


Lan nds 


(Things They Wish They Never Said) 
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Captain Louis Albano, June 23, 
1960: “Another piece of pizza can't 
hurt. I'll go back on my diet 
tomorrow.” 


Bobby “The Brain” Heenan, 
November 5, 1984: “Now, John 
(Studd), it'll be easy. Just take 
these scissors and snip off some 
of Andre's hair.” 


The Iron Sheik, New Year's 
resolution, January 1, 1984: “No 
one break my camel clutch, 
especially American weaklings.” 


Paul “Mr. Wonderful” Orndorff, 
May 15, 1985: “Now take that 
Adrian Adonis. He may be dirty, 
but he’s all man. He’s the kind of 
guy you'd like to have with you 
when you get in an alley fight.” 


Tito Santana, January 15, 1986: 
“Randy Savage is tricky, but I'll 
watch out for any sneaky moves, 
like using foreign objects.” 


Luscious Johnny Valiant to 
Brutus Beefcake and Greg “The 
Hammer’ Valentine, April 6, 1986: 
“Don't worry about those two limey 
punks. It'll be just a warmup match 
for you guys.” 


Classy Freddie Blassie, 
December 16, 1982: “Lou Albano 
—he's like a brother to me.” 


George “The Animal” Steele, 
June 12, 1986: “Urrgh. Ooogg. 
Grroowwwl.” 


Jimmy “The Mouth of the 
South” Hart, March 1, 1986: 
“Nobody'll ever catch me with my 
pants down, baby.” 


Alvin Ayres, ex-wrestling writer, 
October 25, 1959: “Take that 
Bruno whatshisname. He's just 
another flash in the pan.” 
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Rivers gets carried away 


ast time he gave her a big 
smooch. This time he 
brought roses and swept 
her off her feet—literally. 
“He” is the kingpin of grappling, 
World Wrestling Federation 
Champion Hulk Hogan. And the 
object of his erstwhile affections is 
Joan Rivers, who as guest host 
for NBC's Tonight Show had 
brought Hogan back for a second 
appearance. 

Hogan minced few words in 
making an on-camera play for 
Rivers. In his own Hulkster way, he 
put on the charm, thick. Then, 
flexing his substantial muscles, he 
picked her up and carried her 
offstage. Hogan's performance 
has some Hollywood gossips talk- 
ing. Is he looking for a romantic 
lead in a film? 


Fans who watch the WWE on 
television are getting to know a 
new face and voice on the home 
screen. They belong to veteran 
wrestling announcer Ken Resnick, 
who is handling interviews with 
WWF matmen (and women). 


Resnick, the WWF newest 
announcer/commentator 


Resnick has a large following, 
including a number of lawmakers 
in the nation’s capital. He was 
invited to last year's Congressional 
Christmas Ball. 


Paul “Mr. Wonderful” 
Orndorff and B. Brian Blair of 
the Killer Bees tag team have lots 
in common. They both come from 
Tampa, Florida (Orndorff was 
Blair's hero when the former 
starred for the University of Tampa 
football team), both were great on 
the gridiron, and they both are avid 
anglers, Recently, the pair took a 
short fishing trip in the Florida 
Keys together. They were as 
successful on the briny as they 
usually are on the mat. “We loaded 
the boat,’ says Orndorff. 


The Junk Yard Dog and Big 
John Studd are both being 
featured in television commercials. 
The Dog's is for the Dairy Board of 
Canada. Airing in that country, it 
promotes the healthful benefits of 
milk. The idea is that tough guys 
like it. Studd's commercial is for 
the Wild World Amusement Park 
near Baltimore. The spot promotes 
the park's new roller coaster, 
which apparently is as big and bad 
as Big John. 


He....ere’s the H 


ulkster 


The WWF, Pepsi and 7-Eleven 
stores have teamed up for a special 
wrestling offer. Conducted in 7- 
Eleven stores in 20 cities, the offer 
is for collectors of Big Gulp and 
Super Big Gulp cups, featuring 
pictures of 10 different WWF stars, 
such as Hulk Hogan and the Junk 
Yard Dog. Proofs of purchase for 
the 10 cups, plus postage, earn 
four 10-by-12-inch prints of Hogan, 
the Dog, Ricky “The Dragon” 
Steamboat and Tito Santana. 


Fiat, 


Coliseum Video is now offering 
its WrestleMania 2 home video 
cassette. The two-hour cassette 
features the matches that made 
WrestleMania 2 a major world- 
wide sporting event. Wr 
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by David Fargnoli 
1) 


Jimmy Hart was a member of 
the: 

a. Bee Gees 

b. Gentrys 

c. Gary Lewis and the Playboys 


Paul Orndorff played college 
football for: 

a. University of Georgia 

b. University of Miami 

c. University of Tampa 


In order to get into the 
Wrestling Classic final, Randy 
Savage had to defeat: 

a. Moondog Spot 

b. Davey Boy Smith 

c. Dynamite Kid 


In The Land of a Thousand 
Dances video, who sang the 
line “I'm gonna stretch ya from 
here to New Jersey’? 

a. King Kong Bundy 

b. Don Muraco 

c. Bobby Heenan 


Who holds the WWF record for 
quickest pin? 

a. Hulk Hogan 

b. Uncle Elmer 

c. King Kong Bundy 


The quickest pin in WWF 
history was: 

a. 6 seconds 

b. 8 seconds 

c. 9 seconds 


The bandleader for the TNT 
Band is: 

a. Tony G 

b, Tony D 

c. Tony Dorsey 
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PIPER'S PIT 


To be a guest on Piper's Pit, 
The greatest thrill of all 

ls ALMOST as exciting as 
Paint drying on the wall 


The cowboy stands behind you, 
Watching every move you make. 
He looks about as friendly as 
A poison rattlesnake. 


He's paid to be a bodyguard 
‘Cause it would be a mess. 
Should Piper get knocked off his feet, 
We'd ALL LOOK UP HIS DRESS. 


So gather round me wrestling fans, 
And fight for what is fair, 
Piper's Pit is PITIFUL: 

Let’s take it off the air. 


Hillbilly Jim received this 
present from Hulk Hogan: 
a. a pair of boots 

b. a set of weights 

c. anew hat 


JYD sings his song Grab 
Them Cakes with: 

a. Evelyn Champagne King 
b. Vicki Sue Robinson 

c. Whitney Houston 


10) Paul Orndorff played in which 


of these College Bowl Games: 


a. Tangerine 
b. Sugar 
c. Gator 


ANSWERS: 
e(ol g(6 e(g qt eg 
aig of olf of atl 


Photo's by: Page 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 14-15, 17, 
18 (both), 19, 20 (left), 25 (left), 26-27, 28, 
30, 31, 34-35 (all), 36 (top), 37 (top), 38 
(both), 39, 52 (upper right), 55, 56, 57, 63 
(all)—Steve Taylor. 


Page 13, 16, 20 (right), 25 (right), 36 
(bottom), 37 (bottom), 52 (lower left and 
lower right), 58-59 (all)—Tom Buchanan. 
Page 29 (both)—Tim Long. 
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TNT ON WEDNESDAY NIGHTS! © 


USA Cable Network's top-rated program, TNT brings 

you the best of WWF Wrestling on Wednesday nights. Beauties 
and beasts, greats and not-so-greats, insights and insults. 

It's hectic and hilarious with your favorite host, Vince 

McMahon and his cohort, Lord Alfred Hayes only on USA! 


TNT on Fridays 8:00 PM. EST 


